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July Glow and Show 
 Have you ever had a day that, when it 
ended, you felt it had been a “perfect day”?  Our 3rd 
year of participation in the Santa Paula “Glow and 
Show” was one of those  days.  The weather was 
beautiful, our location on the show grounds was 
ideal and the participation of our members was 
outstanding. 
 There were  twelve cars entered for judging 
and  twenty-two members who came to view all the 
cars and vintage trailers on display.  A few of us 
even visited the petting zoo.  (There is a little bit of 
the child in all of us regardless of our age!)  The day 
gave everyone a chance to visit in a relaxed 
atmosphere   Needless to say; there was an 
abundance of food and beverages.   
 As   evening   approached, the  preparations 
began for  the “Glow” part  of  the  day.  Slowly, as  
darkness  descended,   the  balloons  started  to rise 
upward, each seeming to glow brighter than the one 
before. From our vantage point we could see the 
trademark Santa Paula Lemon as it floated above 
the orchards.   
 And so ended a memorable day.   

Verna Eason 
 
(See Glow and Show Photos on Pages 8 and 9) 
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DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR 

OUR NEXT EVENT – 
JUKEBOX SATURDAY NIGHT 

SEPTEMBER 20th        5:30 pm 
Price p/person:  $25.00 

Hosts:  Paul and Kathy Christiansen 
Phone:  (805) 492-7436 
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Support our advertisers.  They support our newsletter.  Has an advertiser given you excellent service?  

Let them know you appreciate them.  
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Have questions ?  Call your Section Officer at 805-890-8489 or our National Business Office 
1-800-637-2360 M-F  8:00 am-5:00 pm MT or visit us at www.mbca.org 

President’s Message 

I hope the summer months have been good to all. I 
must say this has been one of the most humid 
summers I can remember.  Hopefully, as we go into 
fall and winter, some of  this moisture will linger 
and turn into some badly needed rain and snow here 
in sunny California.  
It is with great pleasure that I report to you that 
Lonnie Estrella has joined our Board as the 
Membership Director. Lonnie and her husband 
Miguel will be a great asset to the Board.  We 
welcome you to our section. 

As you will see in the following pages, this year’s 
Glow and Show was  the best ever. We had front 
row seats, and I mean not more than 30 yards away 
from hot air balloons inflating and glowing in the 
evening sky while tethered to the ground. It was 
quite a sight!  

To all those  members who entered their Mercedes 
and to  those who came  just to visit and enjoy the 
day thank you for your participation.   

As always, it is a pleasure to serve with such a 
wonderful Board and to enjoy with you those events 
that Tamara and I are able to attend.  
We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Peter Samaha 

Welcome New Members 

It is  always  a  pleasure  when we can welcome new 
members to our club.  This month I would like to extend 
a very special welcome to  our newest member: 

Gregory Hansen, Camarillo, CA
Debbie Soden, Thousand Oaks, CA 

We are pleased you chose to become a member of our 
Channel Islands Section.  We look forward to seeing you 
at  one  or  all of  the  upcoming events. 

Calendar of Events 

SEPTEMBER 
09/13 Board Meetng 5:30 pm 

Coco’s Restaurant 
Camarillo 

09/20 Saturday   5:30 pm 
Jukebox Saturday Night Dinner 
Hosts:  Paul and Kathy Christensen 

Phone:                     (805)-492-1581 

OCTOBER 
10/04  Saturday 6:00 pm 

Oktoberfest 
Knights of Columbus Hall, Ventura CA 

Contact:  Jim Wiens  (805) 241-4606 

NOVEMBER 
11/??      TBA  Sunday Brunch               ??  am 

The Cliff House Inn, Shoals Restaurant 
Bob & Kathy Wilber (805) 402-5539 

DECEMBER 
12/.....TBA     Christmas Party 
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Have an idea for an event?  Willing to host an event?  Contact Jim Wiens (805) 241-4606 
or Peter Samaha (805)-890-8489. 

Jukebox Saturday Night Dinner 
Saturday, September 20th, 2014 

5:30 pm 
Summer, it seems, has flown by.  We enjoyed 
innumerable “chicken on the barbie”, tri-tip and 100 
variations of “the burger” - each  proclaimed to be  the 
“best you’ve ever eaten”. 
Paul and Kathy Christensen have graciously offered to 
host a Jukebox Saturday Night Dinner.  With their 
collection of Wurlitzer jukeboxes, there will be music to 
bring back nostalgic memories of summers past.   
The menu was not revealed at this time, but I have a 
guarantee there will be no burgers and fries! 
Trade in your walking shoes for dancing shoes. Plan to 
join us for an evening of fun. 

Mark your calendars for 5:30 pm 
Saturday September20th. 

Reservations Must Be In By Sept. 13th. 

----------Cut and Mail------------------------------------ 

Yes, I/We will attend Jukebox Saturday Night  
Enclosed is my check for $______($25 p/person) 
Please reserve _____ places for me  

Name:_______________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

_______________________________Zip________ 

------------------------Cut and Mail---------------------- 

Make Checks Payable to MBCACI 
MAIL TO Arrive NLT 17 Sept. 2014 

MAIL TO:         Paul Christensen 
2722 Sirius St, 

Thousand Oaks, CA 93010  
Questions: Call Paul or Kathy Christensen 

Phone: (805) 492-1581 

Santa Barbara
3920 State St.
805.898.9883

Moorpark
14349 White Sage Rd.

805.222.1380

Agoura Hills
30621 Canwood St.

805.497.0733

Burbank
851 N. San Fernando Blvd.

818.844.0900

Torrance
20901 Hawthorne Blvd.

310.802.6380

Chatsworth
9640 Topanga Cyn. Blvd.

818.700.0606

Oxnard
887 Ventura Blvd.

805.278.0388

Great Lifestyle, Great Value!

merich

SAVE BIG ON TOP PLUMBING BRANDS!

Visit us at www.wdcappliances.com
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Have questions ?  Call your Section Officer at 805-890-8489 or our National Business Office 

 1-800-637-2360 M-F  8:00 am-5:00 pm MT or  visit us on-line at www.mbca.org 

 
 
 

Oktoberfest 
Saturday, October 4,  2014 

6:00 pm 
 
For those of you who have not been to a 
German “Fest” in the old country in 
October, it’s a time to celebrate “Bringing in 
the Harvest”.  The work is done and it’s time 
to relax and enjoy good friends, good food, 
good beer and wine, sing some songs, and 
do a little dancing. 
Years ago, our section would join the 
German-American Club in Ventura to 
celebrate Oktoberfest.  Well, they’re still 
celebrating it  and this year we’re coming 
back to join them. – again. They meet at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall in  Ventura. Yes, 
they will have all the good German food and 
an authentic Umpa band. 
This  is  a great  group of  people  and  I’m  
sure this  will  be a fine party, So bring  your 
lederhosen  and   dirndls   or   just your party 
clothes and  join your  fellow  members  and 
friends to raise one for  “Oktoberfest, 2014”.  
Admission is only $10, and the food and 
drinks are reasonable. 
 

 
The  Knights  of  Columbus  Hall  is  located 

just   off the   101. Take   the  California St. 
off ramp.   Turn right   onto   California St. 
Take   the   3rd   left   onto  East.  Main   St.  
Your destination,  36 Figueroa St.,will be on 
the left.  There is free parking in back of the 
building. 
 
 
 
----------------------Cut and Mail------------------------- 

 

Yes, I/We will attend  Oktoberfest 2014 on October 
4th. at 6:00 pm.  
Enclosed is my check for $______   ($10 p/person) 
Please reserve _____ places for me  
 
Name:_______________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

_______________________________Zip________ 
 
Make Checks Payable to: 

MBCACI 
MAIL TO Arrive NLT Sept. 25 2014 

MAIL TO:  Jim Wiens 
469 Arcturus, Thousand Oaks, CA 93010 

 
If you have any questions, please call: 

Jim Wiens --  805 241-4606 
 

 
----------------------Cut and Mail----------------------- 
 
 
` 
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Support our advertisers.  They support our newsletter.  Has an advertiser given you excellent service? 

Let them know you appreciate them. 
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Need technical advice.  Call the MBCA National Office  Phone: (800)-637-2350 or  go online www.mbca.org.  
 One of their knowledgeable technicians can assist you. 

 
Tech Note 

Cleaning Your 107  SL Hardtop 
 

If you have a 107 body SL 
(350/450/380/560 U. S. versions plus other 
European versions, e.g. 280SL), you may have 
noticed that the hardtop tends to collect dirt and 
other foreign matter inside the rear window and 
below the shelf in back. If you've tried to clean this 
area you know that it is impossible to do. I'd 
challenge anyone to successfully clean this area 
with the top installed. The designer, however, was 
not all that diabolical. The area can be cleaned by 
using the following procedures: 
 
   1. Remove the hardtop from the car and place it 
on the floor on a large, thick blanket or thick carpet. 
 
   2. Carefully turn the hardtop upside down by 
lifting it from the back and rotating it over the front. 
One person can do this but two people are safer. 
 
   3.  With the top in this position situate yourself at 
the  back  of  the  inverted  top.   You  will  notice a 
number  of  pan-head  phillips  screws  that hold the 
vinyl covered foam backed shelves in place.  
Remove all of these screws. 
 
   4. The center (larger) tray or shelf must now be 
carefully removed. Using both hands, carefully pry 
the tray loose, starting first at one end then working 
on the other end. The ends of this center piece 
contain small tabs that fit under the side pieces so 
be sure not to force anything. To remove this tray 
you need to release first one end then the other - try 
moving the tray backwards (toward the window) 
rather than forward. This will allow the small end 
tabs to be released from the side pieces. 
 
   5. After removal,  carefully place the tray in a safe 
place for cleaning.  
 
   6. Reverse the procedure in step 2 (turn the top 
back to its right-side-up position). 
 
 
 

 
   7. Tilt the top forward so that you have access to 
the area to be cleaned. 
 
 (you'll need flexible wrists for this - dentists should 
have no problem) you can now proceed to clean the 
area   that's  long   been  neglected.   Start   with   a 
toothbrush and upholstery cleaner then graduate to 
q-tips for fine detail. If the area is heavily soiled or 
stained, we  recommend  the  use of a solvent called 
"Pre-Cleano"  available  at   automotive   paint  and 
body shop s. It will remove the heaviest of crud yet 
will not harm the vinyl , if  carefully  used.  Another 
good  cleaner  is  NAPA’s  carpet  and   upholstery 
foam cleaner (blue  can.)  
 
   9. Before you're finished be sure to clean the 
inside of the rear window glass since you've 
probably gotten it dirty in the process. 
 
   10. Clean the tray you removed in step 4 and 
replace it using the reverse process. Be careful 
placing the tabs back under the side pieces - the 
secret is to not bend anything too much. Replacing 
the tray is easier than removing it. When properly 
aligned, you'll easily be able to replace the phillips 
screws. 
 

Enjoy your "new" hardtop.  Without  really 
knowing why, your  friends will comment on how 
clean you SL is!   

Bob Scudder 
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Have questions ?  Call your Section Officer at 805-890-8489 or the National Business Office 
Phone: 1-800-637-2360 M-F  8:00 am-5:00 pm MT or go on-line at www.mbca.org 

 

 Glow And Show Photos –The People And The Cars 
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Have questions ?  Call your Section Officer at 805-890-8489 or the National Business Office 
Phone: 1-800-637-2360 M-F  8:00 am-5:00 pm MT or go on-line at www.mbca.org 

 

 
Glow And Show Photos – The Balloons 
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Need a gift that is a little bit different?   Consider a MBCA gift certificate. 

 
 
 

National Items Of Interest   “News You Can Use” 
 
 Periodically, National releases “News You Can Use” information for our newsletters.  Approximately a 
month later, this information will  be printed in “The Star” magazine. The “News You Can Use” feature 
provides our readers the opportunity to take advantage of early registration for events, and discounts on a 
variety of products and services.  Visit National’s website www.mbca.org to view notices that we were  unable 
to include in our newsletter at the time we went to print.  You’ll find interesting articles, technical help and 
much more. 

Who Do I Contact At National? 

 You have a question which you feel requires a call to our National Office.  Many times we can assist 
you by contacting National on your behalf.  Simply call our Membership Chair (Lonnie Estrella at 
(805-222-5457 or 805-967-9900) or e-mail lonniemestrella@gmail.com).  If you prefer working directly with 
National, you may find this  Quick Reference Table of use. 

CONTACT LISTING FOR NATIONAL 
    
CONTACT NAME RESPONSIBILITIES PHONE/HOURS  E-MAIL 
    

Cindy Tumbleson 
Executive Assistant 

Insurance Certificates; 
Join/Renew Members 
 

1-800-637-2360 
HRS:  M-Th 8am-4:30pm 
    Fri      8am-4:00pm MT 

 
Cindy@mbca.org 

 
Geri Wallen 

Membership Servicces, 
Coordinator 

 

 
Join/Renew Members 
Updates Menber Accounts 

1-800-637-2360 
HRS:  M-Th 8am-4:30pm 
    Fri      8am-4:00pm MT 

 
Geri@mbca.org 

 
Debbie Gonzalez 

Membership Servicces 
 

     Join/Renew Members 
Contact Updates (e-mail 
address, home address,etc.) 
 

 
1-800-637-2360 

HRS: M-F 8 am-2 pm  MT 
 

 
Debbie@mbca.org 

 
Lisa A. Juhl 

 
Director of Marketing 
 

1-800-637-2360 
HRS:  M-Th 8am-4:30pm 
    Fri      8am-4:00pm MT 

 
Lisa@mbca.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 Saturday September 20th 5:30 pm 

Jukebox Saturday Night Dinner 

Saturday, October 4th 6:00 pm 
Oktoberfest 
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HAPPY MOTORING!  Remember to visit our National Office (www.mbca.org) often to see all the services and discounts MBCA 
membership entitles you to. 

Bits And Pieces  
 

LookingTo The Future 
Just as the weather changes with the seasons, we as 
a club must also change in our endeavor to move 
forward.  As a club we need to look at our 
operations and  future trends...  People resist 
change, but embracing change can be a way  for us 
to grow (as individuals and as an organization.) 
In the months ahead we will be creating team-type 
groups.  Several of the new team-type structures are  
currently in place – Membership and Ways and 
Means.  We will be establishing, additional  teams 
over the next few months. 
 
These committees can form their working groups 
and select helpers all in an effort to grow the club 
membership and create a pool of future leaders. If 
you are interested in learning more about this new 
program or wish to volunteer to be a committee  
member or helper, please contact a board member 
for information. 

 
 

Knowledge Share Anyone? 
 
When I took on the “newspaper challenge”. I was 
still in the era of Windows XP and Word ??.  I have 
found the task of creating the newsletter, as we see 
it now , exciting but due to a lot of “trial and err” 
learning very time consuming.  If you are proficient 
in these platforms and have some free time, I would 
like to set down with you for a few one-on-one 
training sessions.  If interested, please give me a 
call at 805-985-5989 or e-mail 
greneyes@verizon.net. 
 

Verna Eason 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Keep your address updated with the MBCA National Business Office.  Phone(800) 637-2360 or Visit us at www.mbca.org 

 
 
     The Channel Islands Star  
     Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Channel Islands Section 
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