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This is our third quarter 2020 newsletter, and for sure is the toughest
newsletter I have ever written. We have seen the passing of several
members due to natural causes. We had to say goodbye to Dieter
Shaltinaut, Verna Eason, and Sam Martinez. Some very special
individuals, each in their own way. We will miss their smiles and
presence. We have captured moments from the past in retrospect,
along with some notes in the following pages.
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13
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A special thanks to Steve Koger for his continued work with the
newsletter. Many members responded as to how much they enjoyed
the reading. Thank you, Steve.

To be rescheduled…post-virus

As we progress with COVID and all the changes it has set in motion to
our lifestyles, outcomes are still forming. Hopefully we can find a
vaccine that works and we can all get back to a new normal.
Changes are coming at our national level. The MBCA board has
engaged the services of an outside consulting entity that will look at
all of the systems and practices currently in place and make
recommendations for effective changes to operations, leadership,
recruitment and to reinvigorate the sections. I’m sure that great
results will come from this and hopefully, by the end of the year, new
direction will emerge.
We have plenty to look forward to, be thankful for, and we must stay
positive, busy, and chipper. It’s just the way we do things as
members of the Channel Islands Section.
Note: President’s message continues on page 13.
Peter Samaha
President, MBCACI
(805) 890-8489
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

MBCI Clean Car Show

Do you have an idea for an event that we
can hold during these COVID times (virtual
or otherwise)?
Please e-mail your ideas to Peter or Steve
Questions? - Call or Text:
Peter Samaha - (805) 890-8489
E-Mail psamaha@msn.com
or
Steve Koger – (805) 341-2901
E-mail kogermeister@verizon.net
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Dieter Shaltinaut
Dieter Shaltinaut…a founding father of our section, friend to many, a successful business owner, a loving
father, and grandfather are just some of the many accomplishments he achieved in his lifetime. Almost all of
us were somehow special to Dieter as he cared so much for everyone around him and had a keen ability to
keep things lighthearted and keep you interested in all that he had to say.
Starting out in the fifties, after spending time as a master mechanic for Mercedes in Germany, Dieter and
Ellie Moved to Montreal for a brief period of time and by the time the 1960’s came around, they were in
Thousand Oaks. Dieter and Ellie moved to the Ventura county area in 1972 and shortly thereafter opened
Dieters Automotive in Ventura, which is still open today. Later on they were joined by his son Lothar and his
daughter Linda. All during that time and relocations, Dieter was a Master Tech for Benz.
Being a great fan of Mercedes, I did spend some time at the shop chatting with Dieter. Being semi-retired for
the last 15 years, he still enjoyed coming in and working on a project, here and there. Even well into his
retirement, he would be taking calls from mechanics all over Southern California seeking solutions to issues
they were having with stubborn cars. Dieter knew how to diagnose and fix it, and it only had to be fixed
once. The only time I ever saw Dieter frustrated was when some guy brought a diesel in for service that had
been converted to run on chicken fat. He just went on-and-on-and-on, asking “why?”
Dieter you will be missed by many. Your humor, your knowledge, your light disposition, and your presence
was always a pleasure to enjoy.
Farewell great friend.
Peter
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Verna Eason
Our newsletters were always colorful and cheery. Verna took on the newsletter in 2012 and in no time at all,
she was cranking out six a year and we were mailing hard copies back then! She stayed on me too, looking
for content and events to include in the next issue. Verna was a driving force for years, keeping our section
informed. Not many people in their seventies can pick up a PC and learn how to put a newsletter together
and keep the machine running and operating at the same time. I think she enjoyed doing it because she was
able to have many friends and enjoy people and being around them.
Our beloved friend, our peppy and spunky member, newsletter editor/writer/publisher, and most of all, the
brightest “go for it” attitude has gone to be with angels. With sadness and relief, the words Kathy Wilber
penned says it so well.
Peter
A Tribute from Kathy Wilber:
Being a friend of Verna’s is a prized position. She loved to cook so we shared many meals. Some were quite
unusual as she would clean out the fridge and somehow end up with something great. And we always had a
delightful dessert.
I met her after a few years of my retirement.
She worked out of her home and needed a helper. It was mostly computer work, which I knew little about.
We “hit it off” the first thing. We did that a couple of years. We did lots of fun things, garden tours, movies,
casino nights at the VFW, Christmas light tours... attended many local nonprofit engagements, like style
shows and tea, just to mention a few. We had probably 15-18 years of fun.
Bob and I were MBCA members and as the years went by, she joined us in many social activities. She loved
people & talking.
She was skilled in newsletter skills and willing, and when an opening came up for a newsletter editor, she
was “in.” She did a great job and loved it for many years. Eventually, she had some physical issues and her
equipment needed updating. She knew it was time to hand off the position.
We always went to movies and out for a meal. More recently, we ran errands and she had doctor
appointments.
I was blessed to spend the last month with her, overseeing her care and needs until Jesus took her home on
April 24th, at 80 years old.
Miss you, dear Verna, but I know you are “amazed “in heaven and lovin’ it…see you…
Kathy
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Sam Martinez
We also say good bye to Sam Martinez. Sam left us this Spring to be with Saints. Long-time members, Sam
and Grace were very active and participated in many of the functions. They moved to Camarillo in 1968,
joining the club early on, were treasurers for a while and helped the club with a lot of planning and
budgeting for events. We could always count on Sam to show up and entertain us with that grin he had
when he was having a little fun.
We will miss you Sam.
Peter
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Mercedes Benz Museum, Stuttgart
Part II. 1900 – WWII and Recovery
Source of all images: Steve Koger, taken at museum March 2020
Information Sources: Museum display plaques and research

In late 1900, Wilhelm Maybach (working for Mercedes) developed an automobile layout and design concept that
became popular and is the heritage of the modern automobile. The images below (sans the car body) show the
low center of gravity, long wheel base, and lightweight powerful engine (35 hp), as well as driving lanterns
(forerunner to headlights), a round steering wheel, hand brake and a lever to disengage the chain drive. The
screw-and-nut steering mechanism concept (close-up image below) translated the rotary motion of the steering
wheel into a swiveling motion of the pitman arm, resulting in the steering motion of the wheels. Maybach
transformed his initial tubular radiator concept into a honeycomb design with 8,000 small, rectangular tubes. This
eliminated the loss of fluid due to evaporation and provided a greatly enlarged area for cooling as air passed
through the center of each tube.

The First Modern Automobile Concept – It All Started with a Mercedes!

The 1902 Mercedes-Simplex 4-cylinder, 40 hp car below (left) is the oldest Mercedes still in existence and was
capable of 50 mph. The automobile pictured below (right) became the top-of-the-range Mercedes model. This
particular car was owned by Emil Jellinek, who bought it in 1904 and had the comfortable touring limousine body
fitted at a later date. As Daimler’s most powerful automobile, it was also successful in racing, although with a
shorter wheel base and a modified body.
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(1902) Mercedes-Simplex

(1904) Mercedes-Simplex Reiselimousine

The 18 hp Benz below (left) was the successor to the 16/20 hp Benz Parsifal of 1903. The Parsifal series was the
Benz response to the successful Mercedes built at Cannstatt and which influenced its new design. The new
generation of Benz vehicles replaced the older, taller design. The Mercedes, 6-cylinder, 75 hp vehicle below (right)
really began to show a more elegant design. The car was built between 1907 and 1911 and had a variety of
different body designs. The vehicle shown here is an open tourer (phaeton), with two rows (doppel) of seats.

(1905) Benz Doppelphaeton

(1908) Mercedes Doppelphaeton

Let’s take a brief moment to catch up on some very interesting inventions that accompanied the automobile.
Below, you see a variety of steering wheel and manual horn designs, two of the oldest starter switches, an early
speedometer, one of the world’s first driving licenses, and strangely, a woman’s hand mirror.
In 1909, the driver’s license was introduced throughout the German Empire as proof of a car driver’s competence.
The journalist, Otto von Ossietzky, wrote in 1928 that the driver license had greater value than a doctorate. The
German driver’s license picture below is one of the oldest. Don’t let the date deceive you. “26 April, 1877” is
geborn am, which is the driver’s (Josef Strasel) birth date.
In her book, “The Woman and the Car” (1906), Dorothy Lewis recommended female drivers to carry a small handmirror. Its purpose was to facilitate inspection under the car in case of breakdown, as well as to improve visibility
to the rear when driving. With the increasing density of traffic, it was important to keep one’s eye on what was
happening behind, as well as in front, of the car. From 1914 onwards, the rear-view mirror became a standard
feature, as did, before long, the exterior mirror.
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Early Automobile Accessories and One of the Earliest German Driver’s License

During WWI, Benz and Daimler converted production entirely to meet wartime needs, manufacturing mainly
trucks and aero engines. Daimler began manufacturing complete aircraft in Sindelfingen in 1916 and was the first
manufacturer to test supercharger technology in aero engines. Daimler introduced supercharger technology
(below, left) into its automobile engines in 1921, thereby enhancing the power and speed for their production and
racing cars.
Benz started early work with diesel technology for automobile engines. Despite being invented in 1892, diesel
engines were way too large and heavy for use in automobiles. In 1908, the Benz company developed a prechamber combustion device (below, center), which greatly reduced engine weight and size. Diesel engines (below,
right) were first used successfully for automobiles in 1923, by Benz.

(1924) Mercedes Kompressormotor M 836

Pre-chamber
Combustion Device

(1932) Mercedes-Benz Dieselmotor OM 59

The car in the left-hand image, below, is a MB Typ SSK Sport-Zweisitzer, with up to 225 hp. This car was
particularly successful in hill climbing races. The short wheelbase of this car ensured greater agility on narrow
hairpin curves. More than any other model, this car established the fame of the brand, even though only 35 were
produced.
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The car in the right-hand image, below, is the MB 500 K Spezial-Roadster, which quickly became the marque’s
showpiece during the 1930’s. Of the eight different body styles, the roadster design was most often selected by
the rich and famous. At 28,000 Reichsmarks (roughly equivalent to $107,800 today), it was by far the most
expensive.

(1928) MB Typ SSK Sport-Zweisitzer
(1936) MB 500 K Spezial-Roadster

Before long, these fast cars were endangering the lives of pedestrians and other motorists and the authorities
began to impose speed limits in the built-up areas of the German Empire…10 mph, which was the speed of a
trotting horse. Could you imagine being rich and spending an enormous amount of money, only to be forced to
drive 10 mph in the cities and towns! But that allowed the drivers to be seen, and their cars admired by others.
The car pictured below is a 1927 MB Typ SS Tourer (I think) based on research after I came home from the trip. I
was so excited seeing this magnificent car that I forgot to take an image of the plaque. How embarrassing!
Professor Ferdinand Porsche developed the S model when he worked for Daimler-Benz, then the SS, SSK and SSKL
followed. Look at the beautiful leather seats, wood dash, side exhaust pipes, and (I assume) chrome…to die for!

(1927) MB Typ SS Tourer
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The MB 770 Grand Mercedes Touring car (below, left) was the representative car for the 1930’s and ‘40’s. Kings,
heads of state, and industrialists all had themselves chauffeured in this luxurious supercharged limousine.
The MB 260 D Pullman-Limousine (below, right) was the world’s first diesel-engine passenger car from large
production. It was particularly economical because its engine consumed little fuel and ran on favorably-priced
diesel. George Pullman developed luxurious coach sleeping and dining cars for the railroad in the U.S. and Europe.
He turned his hand to designing similarly luxury coaches for some of the world’s most famous automobiles.

(1938) MB 260 D Pullman-Limousine

(1937) MB 770 “Groβer Mercedes” Offener Tourenwagen

Benz and Daimler During the Nazi Era
From the moment the Nazis assumed power in 1933, Daimler-Benz cooperated with the new regime. State
financial aid encouraged a return to racing in 1934. Government contracts boosted sales, but also led to increased
involvement in the Nazi regime. As those in power called for armaments from 1937 on, Daimler-Benz increasingly
built trucks and aero engines. By the start of the war, arms production accounted for two-thirds of the company’s
revenue.
Below, left, will and deed (Wille and Tat) were motifs of National Socialism. Where there’s a will, there’s a way, the
slogan says. It is no coincidence that determination and the will to act are the messages in this advertisement, and
its symbol is the Silver Arrow.
Following the racing successes in 1934 and 1935, the company frequently used showpiece racing cars in
advertisements. Below, center, this trophy (Nazi symbol obscured) was awarded to Mercedes Benz driver, Rudolf
Caracciola, at the 1939 German Grand Prix on the Nürburgring. Victories by German cars were important to the
Nazi regime as they increased its prestige abroad. Despite Daimler-Benz’s preference to focus on cars and racing,
after the invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, factories were forced to step up armaments production in a
total war economy (below, right).
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Daimler-Benz Factories at Full Armaments
Production in 1941

Socialist-influenced Advertisement
Using MB Theme
1939 German Grand Prix Trophy

The American and British bomber squadrons dropped millions of bombs on German cities and industrial sites.
Important targets for the Allied bombers were the arms factories, including the plants of Daimler-Benz AG. In
1943, the Board of Directors issued an order that materials and machines, important to the war effort, be hidden
at other companies, in underground galleries, or in unused tunnels outside cities. The company disbanded into
100 smaller entities that continued production. The parent plants continued production but were heavily damaged
in aerial bombing (below, left). From March-April 1945, the plants were occupied by Allied Troops. “The company
virtually ceases to exist,” read the 1948 company annual report, however, the company did continue through the
efforts of their employees.

Bombing Raid on a German City and Industrial Plants

Post-war Repair of Occupying Force Military Vehicles

The company was able to resume production at the Untertürkheim plant as early as May 1945, repairing military
vehicles of the occupying forces (above, right). During the months that followed, the company was able to put
several additional facilities back into production. The post-war Marshall Plan pumped money into war-torn
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Germany to help them rebuild, which included materials and machines for Daimler-Benz. In time, countries
opened-up to buy German products again and Daimler-Benz began ramping up production, with the German auto
industry becoming the pacesetting leader for the German post-war miracle recovery effort.
Thanks to the Marshall Plan and currency reform, Daimler-Benz was able to operate on the international markets.
Concentrating first on the export of vehicles, the company soon began to build assembly plants in Argentina
(1951), Brazil (1953), and India (1954). The company later started manufacturing major assemblies and
components abroad, which allowed them to avoid high import duties. From 1949 to 1955, the company’s export
sales rose from 1.8% to 35.5% of the company’s total annual revenue. By the mid-1950’s, Daimler-Benz factories
had ramped up to full-scale production, as German and international customers were “hungry” for new cars. The
image below shows new cars outside a Daimler-Benz production site.
I hope you’ve enjoyed the reading. Next up…Part III will
contain some images that will knock your socks off, so to
speak. I took a lot of pictures of the 1955 MB 300 SL
Coupe (Gullwing), 1955 MB 300 SLR Coupe (hardtop),
and the amazingly seductive 1962 MB 300 SL Roadster.
In describing these vehicles, I am obligated to cover
MB’s lightweight, very strong space frame and other
innovative technologies, including Safety and Testing.
As always,
Mit freundlichen Grüßen (Very Truly Yours),

Steve Koger
Note: I share Peter’s feelings in losing our friends and section members, Dieter, Verna and Sam. I wish I had
been in the section longer to have known them better. I sincerely apologize for the delay in getting this article
to you. As you can imagine, it weighed heavy on all of us as we struggled with bringing this sad news to you.
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President’s Message – Continuation:
We are starting a Parts for Sale or Trade page. I’m sure many of us have some parts we would like to get rid
of because we no longer have the car or just don’t need them. Now is the time to look through your garage,
shed, closet, or anywhere else you keep parts and get them listed. Steve has put together a great format
and as this evolves, please send us suggestions, along with your part images, descriptions/part numbers,
prices, method of delivery and contact information. You can send your information Steve or me.
Peter

Parts for Sale or Trade
Image

Description & Part Number(s)

Qty 1 Mahle KC22 Oil filter (spin-on)

Price

$6

Qty 2 Mann PF 1055/1X (drop-in) Oil filters

Method of
Delivery

Member
Name &
Contact Info.

Arrange with
Al

Al Gotlieb
(805) 3380140

Arrange with
Peter

Peter Samaha
(805) 8908489

$10

Side markers
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