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Greetings to all of our members.
I hope that this newsletter finds you happy and healthy and
that you have been enjoying Steve’s articles. His third is
included below. The cars and images are amazing.
As COVID continues to drag on, with no near-term end in
sight, it’s time to get creative and have an event that will
incorporate social distancing rules, get our cars out for a
drive, and enjoy each other’s company. Steve and I have
noticed that several other MBCA Sections are doing the
same. We’ve have put together a Mystery Driving
Event/Lunch and hope that you can participate.
We tried to line-up the Cliff House for our annual group
luncheon by the sea in November, but no group events are
allowed yet, due to COVID. Please let me know if you have
ideas for November. We’re also starting to plan for our
Christmas Party (Dec.). Your personal safety and social
distancing will always be paramount.
In my last message, I had mentioned that MBCA National
was working on a new program and looking at ways to
refresh the organization. As of yet, we have not been given
any new direction or processes to implement. Given our
situation, and with all that is going on, things are still
changing. I am sure that new ideas will be forthcoming.
As always, we appreciate your continued membership and
hope to see you at events as we put them together. We’ll
get through these challenging times together.
Peter, President, MBCACI
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Mystery Drive & Lunch
Sunday, Oct. 25
Yes!!! A real, in-person event

Nov. Event ?
Suggestions?
(Cliff House – no group lunches)
Channel Islands Section
Christmas Party
Dec. ? - In planning…stay tuned
Idea or other comments? Questions?
Call or E-mail:
Peter Samaha - (805) 890-8489
E-Mail psamaha@msn.com
or
Steve Koger – (805) 341-2901
E-mail kogermeister@verizon.net
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MBCACI Mystery Driving Event & Lunch
Have you been at home, sitting so long that your recliner cushion is now shaped to your “behind?”
[For the sake of maintaining a G Rating on this newsletter, I’ll forgo an image of that]
Are you getting carpal tunnel syndrome from over-using your remote?

Are you so bored that you could just

scream?

(Thought so!)

Then how about joining your fellow MBCA Members, and significant others, for a
drive through beautiful scenery to a mystery restaurant for some good food and
beverages, friendship and fun?

Let’s start near the ocean, drive meandering roads and canyons, then enjoy some tasty food.
(No, you clever sleuth. These are Googled images; not necessarily on our route)
Hold this date: Sunday, Oct. 25th, starting from a coastal location between Camarillo and Santa Barbara
Time: Arrive at Start location (to be announced) at 11:00 AM; depart at 11:15 AM sharp! ~40 minute drive to
restaurant. ~1 ½ hours of food, friends, fun. Drive home at your leisure; route of your choice.
Drive Conditions: Gently meandering roads in hills and canyons…gorgeous scenery
How Do I Sign Up? RSVP with requested information (see next page). Start location information will be
provided closer to the event
Details: Free event, except you pay for your own lunch. We must know who is coming (who to expect at Start
location) and how many (so we can call restaurant). It is outdoor picnic table seating; 6 max per table, with
tables safely and socially distanced. Please bring your own masks but we’ll have some extras, just in case. Peter
says they have great food. We recently drove the route and stopped at the restaurant. It’s a delightful looking
place.
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Very Important:
Driving route and restaurant details will be provided upon arrival at Oct. 25th Start location. The mystery is
part of the fun! If someone requires the “easy-drive” route (see Fine Print below), let Peter or Steve know and
we will provide alternate route instructions.
MBCA members from other Sections are welcome to join this event and you are welcome to bring a friend.
The Fine Print:


Drive from Start location to restaurant is approximately 45 minutes, leisurely lunch, then individual
continued driving through same beautiful scenery, with different possible routes home.



Each driver is responsible for the safety of their vehicle/occupants and practicing safe driving.



If you or your car are not up to driving meandering, hilly roads in low mountains and canyons, please
let Steve or Peter know and we will provide more straight-forward route instructions. Keep in mind that
this may make your trip longer, depending on where you are coming from.



Due to COVID, each participant is responsible to wear a mask during the activity, whenever they may
come into contact with participants or the general public.



Please be sure that your vehicle is in good working order and gassed up. If you experience a problem
during the drive, someone will likely stop to offer help, but the group, as a whole, will continue.



Separate lunch checks, by dining party, are likely but we can’t guarantee it.



In case of conditions that might make the drive unsafe or the outdoor luncheon impractical (e.g.,
pouring rain), the event would be postponed and we will contact everyone who RSVP’d.



As of our recent visit, the gate to the “special” parking lot was closed due to COVID restrictions. We are
assuming that it will be open before our event. We’ll check beforehand. If it will still be closed, we will
advise regarding revised Start location.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - RSVP is Required by Driver of Each Participating Car
E-mail the following information to either Peter or Steve, but you can also cut, complete and mail…
Our contact information is on the last page of this newsletter (President and Vice President)
Upon RSVP, the Driver will receive Start location instructions, shortly before the event.
Member/Driver’s Name: _________________________________________________________________
How many additional participants in your car? ______________ (please update us if changes significantly)
Cell number of the driver (if we need to call you, morning of or during drive): _______________________
We encourage you to drive your Benz. If you can’t, please tell us Year/Make/Model/Color:
___________________________________________ (so we’ll know what to look for at the Start location)
Email address (to send Start locations to): ____________________________________________________
If you do not have an e-mail address, please provide your postal mail address:
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Mercedes Benz Museum, Stuttgart
Part III. Legendary Cars of the 1950’s/60’s, Safety & Testing
Source of all images: Steve Koger, taken at museum March 2020
Information Sources: Museum display plaques and research

In the 1950’s, the functionality, appearance and variety of Mercedes Benz vehicles changed greatly due to
increased sales in Germany and abroad, design and safety improvements, and post-war racing innovations (Fig. 1).
Design and layout changes included use of broad, flat radiator grills and cab-over-engine and short-nose designs
on commercial vehicle models.

Fig. 1 –MB Vehicle Functions and Designs Evolved Significantly in the 1950’s

Mercedes Benz returned to motor racing in 1952 with the 300 SL racing sports car. At 100 pounds, the new
machine’s space frame was extremely light but it also proved to be amazingly strong (Figures 2a and 2b). Its thin
steel tubular bars were carefully arranged so that, like wheel spokes, they only needed to withstand compression
or torsion loads and, despite their delicate looking design, would not bend or buckle. The frame’s high side bars
did not allow the use of conventional doors, prompting the 300 SL designers to come up with an upward-opening
gullwing door design. [More on the Gullwing later….tease, tease!]

Fig. 2a – MB’s Innovative Lightweight Space Frame

Fig. 2b – This is the real thing on a white-light platform!
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With the model 300 (Fig. 3a), MB presented the fastest and biggest German-built production car in 1951. It
followed the tradition of the Grand Mercedes and quickly became the most important status car of the young
Federal Republic. The 300 owes its nickname “Adenauer” to its most prominent passenger, Konrad Adenauer,
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany. In late 1951, the 300 S (Fig. 3b) was launched as a particularly
exclusive top-of-the-range model with a sporty touch. The two-door car was available as a couple, convertible and
roadster. In engineering terms, it was based on the 300 but was fitted with a more powerful engine. Its elegant
design took its cue from the classic lines of the 1930’s, rather than the Ponton models which followed soon
afterwards.

Fig. 3a – 1952 MB 300 (183 cu. in., 115 HP, 100 mph)

Fig. 3b – 1954 MB 300 Cabriolet A (183 cu. in., 150 HP, 108 mph)

The 180, introduced in 1953, was the first Mercedes Benz car to have a self-supporting three-box body (Fig. 4). It
dispensed with the sweeping fenders and introduced a rectangular layout, integrated fenders and longer rear
overhang. The body and chassis formed a single unit. Part of the car’s weight was supported by the body, which
consisted of three boxes: engine compartment, passenger compartment and trunk. It got the name “Ponton”
(German for pontoon) because its silhouette resembles the cross section of a pontoon bridge.
Well, you must know by now that we’re getting into the
timeframe of MB’s most famous, iconic automobile, the
300 SL Coupe. Presented in 1954, this model was based
on the successful competition version of 1952, although
the passenger version was the first series-produced car
to have a fuel injected four stroke engine, which boosted
output by 45 hp. Its space frame did not permit the
fitting of normal doors because of the high frame side
members. With its characteristic upward-opening doors,
the dream car of the 1950’s popularly became known as
the Gullwing. As if the 300 SL Coupe was not
outrageously seductive enough, MB followed with two
Fig. 4 – 1955 MB 180 (108 cu. in., 52 HP, 78 mph)
additional cars, each of which “knocked the ball out of the
park” (more to come). The car world was turned upside down. Political leaders, royalty, movie stars, industrial
tycoons, and others with a great quantity of disposable income just had to have one and the wait list was long.
The general public could only look and dream.

ENJOY THE NEXT PAGE…IT WAS VERY HARD TO GET IMAGES WITH PEOPLE SWARMING THESE CARS.
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Fig. 5 – Magnificent 1955 MB 300 SL Coupé (183 cu. in., 215 HP, 155 mph)

WOW! Is this car exciting, or what? No sooner than my heart was beating like a race horse, when I turned to see
the next amazing MB.

Fig. 6 – 1955 MB 300 SLR “Uhlenhaut-Coupé” (182 cu. in., 302 HP, 180 mph)
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Fig. 6 (Cont’d) – 1955 MB 300 SLR “Uhlenhaut-Coupé” (182 cu. in., 302 HP, 180 mph)

Daimler-Benz developed this hardtop version of the 300 SLR racing car for the 1956 season. It was never used in
racing, however, because the company ceased its motorsport activities at the end of the 1955 season. Instead, the
300 SLR Coupe served the head of the Test Department, Rudolf Uhlenhaut, as a company car. This is where the
nickname of “Uhlenhaut” came from. Those side exhaust pipes (right) just blew me away (no pun intended). You
can see the definite effect of MB’s motorsports program, with the 300 SL at a top speed of 155 mph and this SLR
at 180. Remember that prior to the Gullwing, MB’s fastest passenger cars were just topping 100 mph.
So I turn yet again and saw the MB “Lady in Red”…a 1962 MB SL Roadster. What a treat! The open sports car, long
wished for mainly by the American clientele, came with regular doors, made possible by a revised space frame
with lower frame side members. The newly fitted single-joint swing axle made the high-performance sports car
easy to handle, even for less experienced drivers.

Fig. 7 – 1962 MB 300 SL Roadster (183 cu. in., 215 HP, 155 mph)
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With the introduction of the three-box body design, volume production at Daimler-Benz reached a new
dimension. In 1959, for the first time, the company manufactured more than 100,000 cars in a single year. To
comply with the customer wish for individuality, the company offered new colors and appointments: in 1953 the
vehicles were available in five different colors at most, whereas, in 1956 Daimler-Benz gave its customers a choice
between 26 single colors and 23 two-tone paint schemes. The customers now could also choose from a large
variety of seat covers and interior appointments (Fig. 8).
Daimler-Benz made safety a concern of the company, long
before the broad debate about safety began in Germany.
In the late 1940’s and 1950’s, company engineers, like
Béla Barényi and Karl Wilfert, patented inventions which
improved occupant protection. Daimler-Benz became the
first German motor vehicle manufacturer to carry out
regular crash tests, starting in 1959; began to
systematically study road accidents in 1966; and put a
new accident test center into operation in Sindelfingen in
1973.

Fig. 8 – A Greater Variety of Colors and Materials

The safety body patent is based on a rigid passenger
compartment with crumple zones at the front and rear.

Béla Barényi had this basic principle of passive safety protection as early as 1951. It was uncompromisingly
implemented for the first time in the tailfin models of 1959. Figure 9 is a copy of that groundbreaking patent.
Daimler-Benz stepped up development work on
the airbag, beginning in 1969. Tested in
aviation, the airbag’s significance for occupant
safety was quickly recognized by the engineers.
The breakthrough came in 1981 as the first
manufacturer in the world, Daimler-Benz,
introduced the airbag into the automobile in
the S-Class. Three years earlier, the company
established the anti-lock braking system (ABS)
into the German market. In the long run, both
innovations helped to sharply reduce the
number of traffic fatalities.
This MB Measuring Car (Fig. 10) is a one-of-akind specimen built for the Testing Department.
It was equipped with measuring equipment,
Fig. 9 – 1952 Patent for Front/Rear Crumple Zones
large and heavy, to record the data delivered by test
vehicles during their test runs. The data was transmitted by the long cable that connected the sensors of the test
vehicle with the instruments in the measuring car.
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Fig. 10 - 1960 Mercedes Benz 300 Messwagen (top images; rear on bottom)

The Experimental Safety Vehicle ESF 22 (Fig. 11) was the third milestone in Mercedes Benz’s ESV Program. This
international research program sought to improve the safety standards in automobiles. Thanks to airbags and belt
tensioners, the ESF 22 gave the occupants a good chance of survival in the event of a head-on impact against a rigid
barrier at 40 mph.

Fig. 11 - 1973 MB Experimentier-Sicherheits-Fahrzeug ESF 22
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Ordinary shop-window mannequins served as passenger dummies in early crash tests. At a later stage, these were
replaced by specially manufactured test dummies (Fig. 12) which were fitted with measuring instruments,
enabling the engineers to ascertain the precise forces impacting the human body in a crash and identify the risk of
injury at an early stage. The information gained in these crash tests has always played – and continues to play – a
key role in the design of new vehicles. Three-point seat belts and airbags were the result of early crash testing
with dummies.
The Frenchman Gustave Desiré Liebau applied for a patent for his safety harness (Fig. 13) in 1903, however, such
harnesses first established themselves in airplanes in the 1930’s before being fitted to cars in factories as twopoint safety belts in 1948. Some ten years later, the three-point design was developed, restraining the driver not
just across the hips, but also across the upper body. To a chorus of protests, the wearing of seatbelts was made
compulsory for drivers and front passengers throughout the Federal Republic of Germany in 1976.
(Left images) Fig. 12 - Crash Test Dummies (no doubt
were instrumented back in the day) ready for a rather
fast ride

(Above) Fig. 13 - Early two-point seat belt was first
invented in 1903; used in airplanes in 1930’s; used in
a car 1948; three-point belt (not pictured) first used
in 1958

The MB 230 SL (Fig. 14) was the first sports car with a sturdy passenger cell and crumple zones. Its outstanding
feature is the extremely sturdy, concave shape of the removable hardtop. Popularly, the 230 SL was soon referred
to as the “Pagoda” – its hardtop reminded people of the roof shape of the Asian temples of the same name.
The MB 220 S (Fig. 15) and its sister models, 220 and 220 SE, were the world’s first production cars built with the
safety body patented by Béla Barényi. This body is distinguished by energy-absorbing crumple zones at the front
and rear and an especially sturdy passenger compartment. The series owes its nickname “Tailfin” to the marker
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poles at the right and left of the trunk.
With the 300 SD of 1978 (Fig. 16), MB introduced the first diesel car to the luxury class. A turbodiesel engine, used
for the first time in a production car, ensured adequate output. At the same time, the 300 SD was economical
enough to improve the corporate average fuel economy of all MB cars in the USA and meet the stringent
American regulations.

(Above) Fig. 14 – 1964 MB 230 SL (141 cu. in.; 150 HP; 124 mph)

(Left) Fig. 15 – 1964 MB 220 S (134 cu. in.; 110 HP; 103 mph)
(Right) Fig. 16 – 1980 MB 300 SD (183 cu. in.; 121 HP; 106 mph)

Well, my friends, it’s time for me to wrap up Part III of my articles summarizing my visit to the Mercedes Benz
Museum in Stuttgart during early March of this year…right before they closed it down due to COVID. There are
two more articles that I have enough images and information to prepare.
- MB Concept, Ultra-exotic and Concours vehicles (some really stunning cars)
- MB Work Vehicles (you will be amazed how MB-produced work vehicles have been used)
Unfortunately, my images of MB’s Racing floor did not come out well at all. That was because the race cars were
on a banked oval track surrounding the floor. The cars were rather tightly packed and were quite a distance away
from the observation floor. It was nice to look at, but terrible to photograph. Sorry.
Ready for one more thrilling set of images? Check out the images below and note the information on the side of
the car. That’s a pretty extensive list of wins during only the 1955 racing season with this car…and check out that
300 SLR-specific towing vehicle! Remember that MB suspended their racing program after 1955.
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Mit freundlichen Grüßen (Very Truly Yours),

Steve Koger
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We have started a Parts for Sale or Trade page. I’m sure many of us have some parts we would like to get
rid of because we no longer have the car or just don’t need them. Now is the time to look through your
garage, shed, closet, or anywhere else you keep parts and get them listed. Please send us suggestions,
along with your part images, descriptions/part numbers, prices, method of delivery and contact
information. You can send your information to Steve or me.
Peter

Parts for Sale or Trade
Image

Description & Part Number(s)

Price

Qty 1 Mahle KC22 Fuel filter

$6

Qty 2 Mann PF 1055/1X (drop-in) Oil filters

$10 each

Side markers

$100/pair
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Method of
Delivery

Member
Name &
Contact Info.

Arrange with
Al

Al Gottlieb
(805) 3380140

Arrange with
Peter

Peter Samaha
(805) 8908489
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