
 

 

President’s Message 
 

 

 

Season’s Greetings to all of our valued members. 
 
2020 is coming to a close and I think a lot of people would have 
gladly skipped the entire year. We have lost so many friends, 
relatives and a few of our greatest members. This, as I have said 
before, has been the toughest year for us all.  
 
Steve Koger and I keep trying to figure out ways to meet and have 
events in a safe way and that is not easy. Thankfully, Steve kept 
our flame going with a series of informative newsletters and we 
did manage to sneak in a drive to Ojai for lunch. 
 
I am working on the venue for the Clean Car Show and it looks like 
we will be having that mid-year.  We will also try to do another 
rally with a lunch outside somewhere. Until we meet in-person 
again, we might be able to line-up a speaker with an interesting 
topic. We need to see how things go. 
 
I want to thank each and every one of you for your membership 
and support, and especially Steve, who helped me so much this 
year. I look forward to seeing all of you in 2021 and hopefully we 
will put this pandemic behind us, sooner rather than later. 
 
Stay safe, and make the best of this time by doing some organizing 
around the house and do some of those things you always thought 
about doing, but never seemed to have the spare time. Most 
importantly, reach out and safely share your friendship and love to 
those who might be lonely, and those who have lost loved ones.  

 
Peter Samaha, President MBCACI (& Tamara) 
 

   Steve Koger, Vice President (& Josie) 

Holidays 2020 & 
Q1 2021 Edition  

(a bit early) 



 

 

 

 

MBCACI Mystery Driving Event & Lunch 
Sunday, October 25th 

 

                   

 

Well, it’s no longer a mystery. It was a fun drive from the ocean at Rincon Beach, through meandering mountain roads and canyons, to 
Boccali’s Restaurant in Ojai 

 

 

We met in the large grassy area, adjacent to the umbrella patio shown above. As promised, the tables were spaced safely apart, with 
seating open to whoever felt comfortable sitting with each other. The food was incredible…just as Peter had said it would be. (Thanks 
Peter!) 

 

I wish that I (Steve) would have thought to take some pictures at the start of, or during the trip, but we did take images at the event. As 
you can see on each table below, the tasty food is long gone! I would definitely love to go back to this fun Italian restaurant, in a very 
scenic area, East of Ojai, especially in the spring or summer. Thanks to everyone who turned out for the event.  

 

        
 

 

               
 

 



 
 

 

Mercedes Benz Museum, Stuttgart 
Part IV. Concept and Concours Mercedes Benz Automobiles 

 

 

 
 
This article will showcase some of the museum’s beautiful and futuristic concept cars, as well as some stunning concours-quality 
vehicles that were not only displayed, but were for sale. I won’t try to keep the cars in chronological order because there were 
so many and I was like a child in a candy store…running around and snapping images like a true tourist. I’m sure that they are 
used to it at the museum. A caveat I need to make is that some of the concept cars were actually mounted on the wall, including 
in a circular display, so although my photographic perspective may appear suspect, I didn’t have a choice. In some cases, I could 
not even get that close, so out came the long-distance lens.  
 
You might think that Mercedes Benz’s foray into concept cars was rather recent, but you would be mistaken. Check out Fig. 1, 
which is the 1938 MB Zwölfzylinder (12 cylinder) Recordwagen W 125. In true MB style, a concept isn’t good enough unless it’s 
built and used to test the concept. Driving this newly developed car between Frankfurt and Darmstadt in January 1938, Rudolf 
Caracciola reached the speed of 268.9 mph. This record, on public roads, stood for 80 years.  
 
An early, highly specialized car, not even in the concept car area of the museum, blew me away. See Fig. 2 below, the 1939 
Mercedes-Benz Weltrekordwagen (World Record Car) T 80. The vehicle was designed and developed by Ferdinand Porsche and 
used the DB 603 12-cylinder aero engine, developing 3,000 hp (yes, 3,000 horsepower!). I can’t imagine how MB could have 
even fabricated the body, especially given that it was metal. How’s that for futuristic? The T 80 was to become the world’s 
fastest vehicle on four wheels and reach a speed of 373 mph on the motorway near Dessau in early 1940, but the outbreak of 
WW II prevented the car from being completed and the T 80 never hit the road. That’s a good thing because there is no way 
that Germany even had a long-, smooth- and straight-enough road to be safely driving that kind of speed back then…probably 
still doesn’t.  
 

   

Fig. 1 – 1938 MB Zwölfzylinder Recordwagen W 125                                 Fig. 2 - 1939 MB Weltrekordwagen T 80  
 

I hit my teen years in the mid-1970’s and remember seeing the car, in Figures 3 and 4, in Road & Track magazine, and thinking 
how futuristic it looked (compared to normal cars back then). It was really interesting to see the real car, 45 years later, and 
relive the feelings. This is a 1970 MB C 111, with 350 hp. With its wedge-shaped bodywork, gullwing doors, and rotary-piston 
(Wankel design) engine, the “research lab on wheels” intrigued visitors. Quite a few customers wanted to buy the C 111 on-the-
spot, pulling out their check books, all in vain. The C111 remained an experimental car. 
 

                          
  

Figures 3 and 4 – 1970 MB C 111 Experimental Car 
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Source of all images: Steve Koger, taken at museum March 2020 
Information Sources: Museum display plaques and research 



 
 
Figures 5 and 6 show the 1991 MB F 100, which was introduced at the Detroit Motor Show. Many innovations in this car were 
developed to production maturity at later dates, including the rain sensor, the autonomous intelligent cruise control system, 
xenon headlights and the sandwich floor design. Other special features of the F 100 are the centrally-located driver’s seat and 
the novel door concept. Check out that wild roof design below…sensors, or just design?  
 
Figure 7 is the 1996 MB F 200 Imagination concept, introduced at the Paris Motor Show, which tested new ergonomic concepts. 
Small sidesticks in the doors and center console replace the steering wheel and serve as an early example of drive-by-wire 
technology. The active suspension of the F 200 is coupled with an electronic dynamic handling control system. Don’t you just 
love that turquoise color? 
 

         
 

Figures 5 & 6 – 1991 MB F 100      Fig. 7 – 1996 MB F 200 
 
Let’s pause from the cars and talk a little bit about development of technologies that enabled some of the next group of 
advanced concept cars that I will cover.  
 
In 2016, MB developed the Vierzylinder (4-cylinder)-Dieselmotor OM 654 im E 220 d (see Figures 8 and 9), which marked the 
debut of a new family of engines. The engine achieved an impressive level of efficiency and low emissions to meet strict global 
emission targets. This first all-aluminum MB engine celebrated its world premier in the new E-class d, in the spring of 2016. 
2016 also saw development of the MB 9G-TRONIC Hybrid-Automatikgetriebe (transmission) (Fig. 10), a third-generation hybrid 
transmission. The torque converter, clutch and electric motor are housed in the innovative hybrid drive unit. The remarkably 
compact design was achieved by integrating and connecting the clutch, torsional vibration damper and torque-converter lock-
up clutch within the rotor of the electric motor. The newly developed torque converter provides smoothness when pulling away 
in hybrid mode.  
 

                
 
Figures 8 & 9 - Vierzylinder-Dieselmotor OM 654 im E 220 d               Fig. 10 – 2016 MB 9G-TRONIC Hybrid-Automatikgetriebe 

 
The development of high-performance batteries was a key milestone towards a 
zero-emissions vehicle. This was achieved by MB with the Lithium-ion Battery (Fig. 
11). For use in automotive applications, this has many advantages over Nickel-
Metal Hybrid (NiMH). These include charge/discharge efficiencies, better cold-start 
characteristics, higher energy density and power-to-size ratio, and, consequently, 
lower battery weight. When MB equipped the S400 Hybrid in 2009, with the 120-
volt Lithium-ion battery shown below, MB became the first car manufacturer to 
implement the technology in a production car. The battery is comprised of 35 cells, 
sufficient for the consumption-reducing boost effect when starting and 
accelerating, as well as for the start-stop function of the combustion engine.  
            Fig. 11 – MB Lithium-ion Battery 
 
Figure 12 shows MB’s Fuel Cell, which generates electrical energy from the chemical reaction between hydrogen and oxygen 
from the air. This is used to power the vehicle via an electric motor. Inside the fuel cell, hydrogen and oxygen flow through the 
fine ducts of the flow field plates to the positively charged anode and negatively charged cathode, respectively. The two flow 



field plates are separated from one another by an extremely thin membrane, 
coated with a noble metal catalyst which allows only the positively charged 
hydrogen ions (protons) to pass through it to the cathode, where they combine 
with oxygen from the air to form water, the only emission produced by a fuel cell 
drive. The negative electrons travel along an external circuit to the cathode, 
creating an electrical current which is used to drive the vehicle. Many individual 
such cells, producing small amounts of current, are grouped into stacks. Many 
stacks of cells combine to power the fuel cell.  

               Fig. 12 – MB (Hydrogen-Oxygen) Fuel Cell 
 

OK, let’s get back to some exciting cars that showcased MB’s advanced design and technologies. In 2015, MB released the 
Concept Advanced Aerodynamic Automobile (IAA), with 279 hp (Figures 13 and 14). The IAA is two cars in one; an aerodynamic 
champion with a Cd of 0.19, and a 4-door coupe embodying irresistible design. Powered by a gas/electric plug-in hybrid drive, it 
switches automatically from design mode to aerodynamic mode when the vehicle reaches a speed of 50 mph, whereby 
numerous aerodynamic features alter the shape of the vehicle. [The strange looking light dots are reflections from the display 
lights above (sorry)].  
 

         
 

Figures 13 & 14 – MB’s 2015 the Concept Advanced Aerodynamic Automobile (IAA) 
 
In 2012, MB designed and produced the SLS AMG Coupe Electric Drive (Figures 15 and 16). The SLS AMG was the first emission-
free super sports car featuring advanced technologies from the world of Formula 1 racing. This most powerful AMG of all time 
had four electric motors producing 750 hp and 737 ft-lbs of torque.  
 

        
 

Figures 15 & 16 – MB’s 2012 SLS AMG Coupe Electric Drive 
 
OK, I have one last MB concept car that is absolutely amazing. Figures 17, 18 and 19 show the MB 2001 F 400 Carving, and this 
looks more futuristic than any other car that I saw. The car, unveiled at the 2001 Tokyo Motor Show, was used to test new 
dynamic handling control systems in conjunction with active camber control. With this new engineering, the outer wheels of the 
F 400 tilt at an angle of up to 20 degrees when cornering – hence, then term “Carving.” 
 
 

       
 

Figures 17, 18 and 19 – MB’s 2001 F 400 Carving 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Are you ready for some gorgeous concours and fully restored collector cars? The museum had them on the bottom floor, after 
visitors had started on the 7th floor and viewed the exhibits as they descended to each floor. I’ll cover them briefly, in no 
particular order.  
 
Oddly enough, the data sheets that I photographed did not list the year of each car. First up (below) is a 280 SE 3.5 Cabriolet 
(W111) with only 600 Km on the odometer, which is unbelievable, and for the low, low price  of 711,890 Euros (~$868,947). 
 

   
 

 
 
 
Then I saw the same model again, but a coupe instead of a Cabriolet (below)…and in a color that I absolutely love. One of the 
best car colors I have seen…a mirror-finished, beautiful light blue. What confuses me is that the data sheet, on the car below, 
again shows 600 Km on the odometer, but the price on this car is only 381,490 Euros (~$465,654). Is the 600 Km perhaps since 
engine rebuild/restoration, or original miles? Is a Cabriolet of the same model worth so much more than this coupe? Both cars 
are listed as Concours Editions. 
 

       
 
 
They had a Concours Edition of the same model, except a Cabriolet with a black top (below), in a similar beautiful blue exterior 
color, but back up at the price of 711,890 Euros (~$868,947). 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

   
 

 
Another 280 Cabriolet that caught my attention, because of the unusual (but very nice) color, is the car below…in what MB calls 
a Collector’s Edition, with 41,400 Km on the odometer, for 550,890 Euros (~$672,427). I loved that rich green color…a shiny 
version of what I might call Forest Green. Either 280’s are exceptionally well collected, or I just happened to have visited when 
the museum was promoting sale of their 280 models. No matter. How lucky can a guy get?  

 
 

    
 
 
Well, that’s about enough for this article. I hope you have enjoyed the cars and information. I have about one or maybe two 
more solid articles and enough images on MB vehicle categories that I have not covered yet, for future newsletters.  
 
I know that these articles are a poor substitution for in-person, fun member events, but at least you get a free armchair tour of 
the Germany headquarters museum of our favorite make of car. In doing research and reading through the museum plaques 
that I photographed, I am learning just how much that MB was an innovator of the most important inventions, patents and 
technologies that we still enjoy today.  
 

Mit freundlichen Grüßen   (Very Truly Yours),  

   Steve Koger 

 
PS – I thank Peter and Tamara for their friendship, for allowing me to putter around at their house (and they even feed me!), for 
our common interest in all things Mercedes, for Peter’s long-time leadership and for bringing me up-to-speed with chapter 
functions.  
 
Admittedly, I am a techie. I like the cars, the innovation, the technology and the history, but how meaningful would it all be if I 
were doing it alone? It’s really all about the social aspect of our club. Thanks for allowing me to join your Channel Islands Section 
and serving in a capacity for something that I enjoy doing anyway. The people are what make it all worthwhile.  
 
Have a great holiday season, everyone. In time, this COVID scourge will be behind us and we’ll be seeing you at our next in-
person event.  
 
 

 


