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THE CHANNEL ISLANDS STAR
President’s Message
Greetings Members:
It looks like we may now be able start getting back to some
degree of normalcy after more than a year of basically halting
all of our section activities, due to COVID-19. Thanks to Steve
Koger, we were able to put out some great newsletters, with
(now) five articles on the Mercedes Benz Museum in Stuttgart,
Germany.
Given the very recent Ventura County change to a less
restrictive COVID public safety category (and thus, places
opening), Steve and I have been working fast to line up our
first in-person event for the year. We are happy to announce
that our first event will be at the California Oil Museum in
Santa Paula. See the flyer on pages two and three to sign up.
We have an opportunity to attend the Camarillo Street Fair as
a car club in September and we are also working on a rally or
some other driving event. We also have our annual traditional
events to consider: Clean Car Show, lunch at the Cliff Side Inn
restaurant, and our year-end Holiday Party, so let’s make-up
for time lost due to COVID.
Steve and I thank you for your membership and look forward
to seeing the new members who have joined us, along with
the long time members, soon.
Best Regards,
Peter Samaha
President, MBCACI
(805) 890-8489
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

California Oil Museum Event
Sunday, June 13th, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Private reception, docent-led tours, food
and friends
Do you have an idea for an event?
Please e-mail your ideas to Peter or Steve
Questions? - Call or Text:
Peter Samaha - (805) 890-8489
E-Mail psamaha@msn.com
or
Steve Koger – (805) 341-2901
E-mail kogermeister@verizon.net
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We are gradually escaping the evil clutches of COVID-19 and it’s time to have some fun!

MBCA Channel Islands Section announces our first in-person event of 2021
A day in the sun, driving your Benz (or other vehicle of choice),
socializing with fellow club members, lunch, beverages, and docent-led tours of the…

California Oil Museum
Sunday, June 13th – 11:00 AM – 3:30 PM
1001 E. Main Street, Santa Paula, CA 93060

We have arranged for exclusive use of the museum’s court yard with tables, umbrellas, a food table or two,
and Peter will be paying a required “donation” to the museum, which includes use of the venue. Attendees
will have full access to the museum, including downstairs exhibits and (club only) docent-led tours of the
upstairs restored offices and the Rig Room. The museum is offering membership pricing in the museum
store to anyone signing up for membership that day.
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It is important for us to know who, and how many, are coming to the event. There isn’t a lot of time before
the event, so please do these first two things right away:
1. Please e-mail either Peter or Steve (see Page 1 for e-mail addresses) with your name, contact
phone number and how many people, including you, will be attending. We much prefer knowing
how many will be attending, before the event.
2. Please send a check ($15 per person attending) using the tear off registration coupon on the
next page, to the address indicated. Make checks out to “MBCACI.” This per-person fee covers
entrance to the museum and club-provided beverages and lite snacks.
The Details:


The Museum court yard is currently limited to a maximum attendance of 38 people (50% of
capacity), due to Ventura County’s COVID-19 orange tier public safety requirements.



Restaurant selected to provide lunch is Chef David’s Kitchen…comes highly recommended. Our
plan is that each attending group will select their lunch food preferences from provided menus,
call, order and self-pay for their lunches. All lunches will be collectively delivered to the event.
An advance menu is provided below.



The club will provide a mix of non-alcoholic beverages and lite snacks for use while we socialize,
as well as paper plates, plastic cutlery and napkins. You are welcome to bring your own bottle of
wine and glasses or a favorite personal appetizer or snack.



If you show up at the event and were not able to pre-register or send the fee, be prepared to
pay the $15 per-person fee by check or exact cash amount.



If we have two dozen cars or fewer show up, we should have no problem parking in the City of
Santa Paula parking lot, adjacent to the museum



We know that everyone has their personal opinions about masks, but we strongly encourage
everyone to bring and use masks and we will encourage social distancing. People are still getting
COVID and suffering or worse. Many of us have underlying conditions, so it’s wise to take
precautions. Thanks.



We think that the museum will be able to allow exit/re-entry so that you may enjoy walking
down Main Street and browsing the establishments.

Chef David’s Kitchen - Popular Menu Items
Note: All salads are served with dressing on the side and garlic bread.
Cobb salad
Mixed greens, chopped bacon, ham, turkey, tomato, avocado, Gorgonzola cheese, boiled egg $9.95
Add grilled chicken $10.95
Add grilled salmon $ 12.95
Choice of dressing ( ranch, bleu cheese, thousand island, balsamic vinaigrette, lemon and olive oil)
“if it’s easier we can do sides of ranch and balsamic.”
Filet mignon steak salad $10.95
Mixed greens, tomatoes, Gorgonzola cheese, roasted red, yellow green and red bell peppers, crispy onions served with balsamic vinaigrette
BBQ chicken salad $9.95
Mixed greens, bbq chicken, tomatoes, avocado, corn, black bean, red onions, jack and cheddar cheese, tortilla strips and ranch dressing
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Mixed berry salad $9.25
With chicken $10.95
Mixed greens, red seedless grapes, blueberries, blackberries,strawberries, tomatoes, candied walnuts, Gorgonzola cheese and balsamic vinaigrette
Sandwiches come with a choice of potato salad, pineapple coleslaw or fruit
Turkey club $8.95
Sourdough toasted, turkey, bacon, lettuce, tomato, avocado and mayonnaise
Tuna salad sandwich $8.95
Sourdough toasted, white albacore tuna salad lettuce, tomatoes and mayonnaise
Good earth sandwich $8.25
Toasted 9 grain bread, hummus, cucumbers, tomatoes, avocado, roasted peppers and vegan chipotle aioli

Tear-off and Mail Attendance Registration Form

↓

___________________________________________________________ _____
Sunday, June 13th MBCACI Event – California Oil Museum, Santa Paula 11 AM – 3:30 PM
Name of Person Registering: __________________________________________
Your contact information: E-mail Address ______________________________ Cell Phone: _________________
Total number of people in your party who will be attending: ____________ x $15 per person = _____________
Make checks out to MBCACI. Mail this form and your check to: Peter Samaha
1900 Hobart Drive
Camarillo, CA 93010
Questions? Call Peter or Steve (phone numbers on Page 1)
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Mercedes Benz Museum, Stuttgart
Part V. Mercedes Benz Work Vehicles
Source of all images: Steve Koger, taken at museum March 2020
Information Sources: Museum display plaques and research

Well, this is the fifth and final installment of my articles on my visit, last year, to the Mercedes Benz Museum in
Stuttgart, Germany. What a trip it was…very late February and the first two weeks of March 2020, right as COVID19 started to explode in Europe. In fact, Italy was being hard hit and it caused a very important part of my trip to
be canceled…a visit to the museums and factory tours of Ferrari and Lamborghini, with lunch at Ferrari’s famous
restaurant. Flights were being canceled by many airlines so I saw a lot of frantic people trying to find any flight
that got them anywhere near their destination…at ridiculous prices. Fortunately, my British Airways flight to
London and my Air New Zealand flight to LAX were on-schedule but it took me four hours to finally emerge
through Homeland Security and CDC health screening agents to get my luggage. Oh well, I did get to see the MB
Museum, which was on my “car nut” bucket list. I figure I saw it within a week or so before it was closed to the
public.
If you are new to our Channel Islands Section or you missed any of the articles, please e-mail me (see first page)
and I’ll be happy to send what you need. To summarize my four previous articles, here is a list:
Vol. I – MB - Early History, Inventions & Evolution of Motorized Conveyance

Vol. II – 1900 through World War II and Post-War Recovery
Vol. III - Legendary Cars of the 1950’s/60’s, Safety & Testing
Vol. IV - Concept and Concours Mercedes Benz Automobiles
Note: The floor with the MB racing cars had the vehicles mounted on sort of a velodrome track
surrounding the entire floor. It was tilted at an angle and quite far from the closest point where a person
could stand and take images. Most of my images are not good, so I prepared no article on MB racing.
I was impressed with the variety of MB sports, utility, work and transportation vehicles that were on display. Let’s
start with some of the oldest. On the next page, Figure 1 is an 1892 Daimler Motor-Feuerspritze. This fire-fighting
pump was one of the first of its kind with a gasoline engine. While it was still pulled by horses, its water pump was
driven by a 7 horsepower, 2-cylinder engine. Its pump output of 80 gallons per minute previously took 32 firemen
for the same capacity. Figure 2 is a 1983 Daimler motorized locomotive that added to the rail-based portfolio of
the young company. Powered by a two-cylinder V engine with 4.6 hp, it was used, among other things, to
transport goods on narrow-gauge railways. The motorized locomotive attracted great attention as the power car
for the exhibition streetcar at the Vienna Prater. Figure 3 is an 1895 Benz Omnibus. Two buses were built, which
ushered in the era of local motorized public transportation. They operated the buses on the Siegen-Netphen-Deuz
route in the Siegerland of Western Germany…but only for two weeks because incessant rain made the roads
impassable. This is a model, as the originals no longer exist. Figure 4 is the 1898 Daimler-Motor Lastwagen. This
vehicle is the world’s oldest goods delivery truck still in existence. Daimler-Motoren-Gesellschaft had built the
world’s first truck as early as 1896 and sold it to England. Among the first buyers in Germany were breweries,
which used the truck for beer deliveries. Figure 5 is an 1899 Daimler-Motor Geschäftswagen, a business wagon
(today’s vans) since 1897. This vehicle had a two-cylinder Phoenix engine and could carry up to 1,100 pounds.
Benz and Cie. had started selling similar delivery vehicles as early as 1896.
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Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 5

Fig. 4
Fig. 3

Next, how about we look at some busses…one in particular so very colorful? Figure 6 is a 1969 MB LO 1112
Omnibus, built at the MB plant in Buenos Aires, Argentina. With this bus, Hector Prieto began a career as a bus
transport operator in Buenos Aires. His vehicles were colorfully painted and had mascots, lucky charms and
souvenirs to attract customers.

Figure 6
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Figure 7 is a 1907 Mines-Daimler Doppeldeckerbus that was used in England. The chassis, manufactured at
Daimler-Motoren-Gesellschaft, were furnished with bodies in England and sold by Mines-Daimler, Ltd. – 400 in
London alone up to 1907. The vehicle shown shows one of the largest customers of the bus…Vanguard London
Omnibus Co., Ltd. Figure 8 jumped out at me for being so massive and solid-built looking. This is a 1938 O 10000
mobiles Postamt. This bus served the Austrian Postal Service as a parcel truck after WWII, plying the SalzburgVienna route. Later on, it was converted into a mobile post office which saw use at events like the Salzburg
Festival or as a temporary post office. These busses were also used as an urban bus or a long-distance coach.

Figure 8
Figure 7
Now let’s look at some early MB trucks. Figure 9 is a 1912 Benz 3-Tonnen-Lastwagen, which was typical for preWWI trucks. It had a chain drive and solid rubber tires. Propeller shafts and pneumatic tires didn’t see general use
in trucks until the 1920’s. Benz trucks were manufactured at the Gaggenau factory, acquired by Benz in 1907 to
meet the increasing demand for commercial vehicles. Figure 10 is a 1959 MB LP 333 Pritschenwagen, which was
commonly referred to as the millipede, due to its two steerable front axles. In 1958, the Federal German
government imposed legal restrictions on truck size, axle loads and payloads, to protect the railroad from
competition. This second front axle helped the truck to carry heavier loads that a conventional design.

Figure 9

Figure 11
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Figure 11 (above) is another very beefy looking truck…a 1938 MB L 6500 Pritschenwagen. It was equipped with a
powerful six-cylinder diesel engine and was specifically designed for long haul transport. A three-axle version of
the truck could haul 10 tons. Figure 12 (above) is a 1974 MB LP 1513 Heizöl-Tankwagen, which was a mediumduty distribution vehicle. The design was distinguished by the angular cab and the cab-over-engine configuration.
Typical uses were as a fuel or oil tanker.
Figure 13 is a 1912 Benz Feuerwehr-Motorspritze. Starting around 1910 when fire engines started having gasoline
engines, both Benz and Daimler were among the first providers. Typical features were the open driver’s area and
the benches for the fire crew. Figure 14 is a 1937 MB 320 Krankenwagen…an ambulance. MB was a major
provider of chassis that companies, like Lueg, Miesen, Binz and others would marry with their ambulance bodies.
Figure 13

Figure 14

Figure 15
Talk about a beast! Figure 15 show a 2004 MB Unimog U 500 Winter Service Vehicle (as shown, with a serious
front-end snow removal system). The vehicle had a six-cylinder, 388 cu. in. 279 hp engine…which is not as
powerful as I would have guessed for such a big machine. The winter vehicle, depicted here, is predominately used
on the roads in alpine and low mountain regions. The base Unimog vehicle has many uses, including in agriculture.
OK…cue up my last section in this last newsletter…off-road vehicles. The three images below blew me away. Talk
about a split personality! This is a MB G63 AMG that has been taken on some seriously long, wet and dirty offroading. Unfortunately, I did not take an image of the sign to get the details, but MB took the completely filthy
vehicle and cleaned one side to magnificent perfection…even a shine on the paint, while being careful to leave all
mud, grime and even rocks intact on the other side. Absolutely crazy, but amazing.
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If that wasn’t impressive enough, the museum had a display (below) that showed the stability, low center of
gravity and degrees of side-tilt and vertical climb that MB off-road vehicles are capable of.

So, as I wrap up this article, you could easily be thinking that a Mercedes Benz is an almost indestructible vehicle
that can do just about anything, right? They are amazing, well-crafted “machines” (to use the German
terminology)…but, a guy named Gunther Holtorf decided he would put his Mercedes through the ultimate test.
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[excerpt from Wikipedia] Gunther was not your ordinary person. He had a lengthy career with Lufthansa, then
joined Hapag-Lloyd. He developed a love for travel while in Argentina. In 1989, Holtorf left his job to take an onthe-road journey, beginning with the idea of spending 18 months discovering the African countryside in his 1988
G-Wagen. He was accompanied on this initial trip by his third wife Beate, and after their divorce, embarked on
another leg with companion Christine beginning in 1990. The couple subsequently traveled a few months out of
most years, with a hiatus in 2000 and most of 2001, until picking up intensity in 2005 and beginning to travel
almost non-stop throughout the year. After Christine developed cancer, her son Martin sometimes took her
place as Holtorf's traveling companion, beginning in 2007. After her final trip in May 2009, Christine settled
in Bavaria, where the couple wed several weeks before her death in June 2010. Holtorf resumed traveling with
Martin or with Elke Dreweck until 2014.
For the first five years, Holtorf and his companion traveled through Africa, thereafter shipping the car to South
America to continue their journeys there. Through subsequent years, they traveled upwards through Central
America, the United States and Canada before traveling south again and shipping the car to Australia and Asia
and through the Caribbean and into other regions of the world. In some countries, Otto (his name for the Gwagen) was the first personal car permitted belonging to a foreigner and Holtorf was the first Westerner to drive
in North Korea.
Holtorf traveled inexpensively, avoiding hotels and sleeping in the car, from which the rear seats were removed,
or in hammocks pitched near it, supporting his trips by map making. [end of excerpt]
The figure below shows Gunther’s car in the Mercedes Museum, as well as photos taken during his 26 year
world record tour driving in 215 countries and 890,000 kilometers (that’s 553,020 miles, folks!). But don’t think
that Gunther’s vehicle was invincible…
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So here is the even more amazing fact…He completed the entire trip without a single breakdown. He only had one
crash throughout the journey, in Madagascar, but came out completely unharmed. Not so for the car, although I
am going to assume that he had some locals to turn the vehicle over, and off he went.

I found an interesting website that provided some additional information. Go to this link:
https://www.expeditionearth.live/inspiration.html
Be sure to read down and look at the pictures. Most importantly, look at the map, at the bottom, with his travel
routes. Now I understand how he could have put so many miles on the G-wagen.
I hope you’ve enjoyed the reading. It’s been a pleasure sharing my visit to the Mercedes Museum and images.

As always,
Mit freundlichen Grüßen (Very Truly Yours),

Steve Koger
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