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THE CHANNEL ISLANDS STAR
President’s Message
Hello Members:
It is with a great deal of enthusiasm that I write this message.
First of all, I would like to thank the members that attended the
General Meeting and a special thanks for the members that
signed up to help fill our open board positions. This now forms
a stronger group with new suggestions and help to support
more section events.
Please sign up for the Clean Car Show soon and invite your
friends with Mercedes Benz cars to join us. After the release of
this newsletter, I will pass along the Clean Car Show
information to nearby regional MBCA sections. I’m keeping five
spots in my “back pocket” for our section for last minute
additions and members with recently acquired memory loss .
We want to see you there
I would like to schedule a Cars and Doughnuts event in late
March and have a couple of mechanics attend. We can lift all of
the hoods, kick tires, ask questions and get sound advice for
our rides. If you are interested in this type of event, please let
me know. I’ve already found a place that will host us. My
contact info is to the right of this article.
We’ve added a new section to this newsletter…Blast From the
Past, where we’ll randomly pull interesting content from prior
club newsletters. Enjoy the long and rich history of our club.
As always, I thank all members for their support. Special thanks
to Rita for taking notes at our General Meeting.

Peter Samaha,
MBCACI President
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E-mail kogermeister@verizon.net
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Steve Koger was behind the camera

MBCACI Member Recognition & General Meeting
Bistro 13, Camarillo
Saturday, February 19th
We had a good turnout for this special meeting. We started shortly after 4:00 pm with Peter recognizing some of
our long-time members and those who have joined more recently. Of those who attended the meeting, it appears
that Isolde Fehrmann (bright red jacket) took the long-time record, having been a member since June 1997. Brian
and Danielle Smith (cowboy hat, with his wife in front of him) joined in May 2001. Peter and Tamara Samaha (3 rd
and 4th from front on left side) joined in October 2009. Leroy and Rita Chavez (1st and 2nd, front left) joined in
August 2018 and Steve Koger (behind camera) joined in January 2019.
2021 was a good year for new members joining MBCA and affiliating with our Channel Islands Section. Stan and
Una McKnight joined in January 2021 (the two immediately behind Tamara in turquoise sweater), Vincent
Gonzaga in May 2021 (in yellowish-orange at far end of left side), and Alex, Vassil and Monica Valtchev in August
2021 (Alex at end of table facing camera, Vassil and Monica at far end of right side). Guests Phillip and Meg
Thachoorie are pictured the 1st and 2nd, front right side.
No matter how long or how recent you have joined MBCA, we appreciate all of our members and welcome
everyone to be active and join our events. We need your involvement and support.
Our General Meeting followed, with many great suggestions and several volunteers filling board positions. Be
sure to see the vastly updated table of officers and board directors on the last page of the newsletter. Contact
Steve Koger if you would like to see a pdf of the meeting minutes. An excellent dinner and socializing followed and
we were impressed with the quality of the food and portion sizes. An excellent venue for future events!
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The Mercedes-Benz Channel
Islands Club welcomes you to our
42nd Annual Clean Car Show

Our last Clean Car Show at Camarillo Museum Airport Hanger

Sunday, April 24, 2022
at
Mercedes Benz of Oxnard
1511 Auto Center Drive, Oxnard, CA 93036
General Attendance/Event Start time 11:00 AM
This is one of MBCACI’s premier and longest
running events. The car show will take place in a
dedicated area of the dealership parking lot.
A location and table (possibly inside the dealership)
for food/drink will be provided and you may bring
your favorite non-alcoholic drinks, snacks or food.
The club will provide soft drinks, water, cups and
ice.
Please register by mailing the completed form
below no later than March 31st to reserve your
spot. We can accommodate 50 cars.
All registered cars will be judged and every car will
be a winner in a category that best fits. Award
categories will be finalized before the event, based
on the cars registered to attend.
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General awards will consist of a commemorative plaque.
People’s Choice and Best of Show awardees will receive a trophy.
Please be advised that this is not a serious (e.g., Pebble Beach
Coucours-like) car judging event and there are no official rules
for competing. This is meant to be a fun, social event where we
can get together and get to know each other and our MB rides.
So, clean up your MB and spend the afternoon with fellow
members and guests. This year we are opening the event to non
members who may be interested in joining our club after seeing
how much fun we have. Encourage friends and family to join us.
Once you register, more details and instructions will be sent to
you, including your specific Arrival/Check-in time for the day of
the event.
Questions?
Peter Samaha, C: (805) 890-8489, psamaha@msn.com
or
Steve Koger, C: (805) 341-2901, kogermeister@verizon.net
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Clip and Mail to Reserve Your Spot!
Please register by mailing the completed form and payment no later than March 31st
Cost is $45 Per Registered Car (to be “judged”) which includes admission for all passengers
EARLY REGISTRATION, please! No refunds after April 8th.
(Walk-in attendees welcome: $10/adult, $5 children & Seniors)

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: MBCA Channel Islands
Please contact Peter (see above) to arrange for special forms of payment (e.g., Zelle)
Mail form and payment to: Peter Samaha, 1600 Hobart Drive, Camarillo, CA 93010
Name:

Cell: _____________________ E-Mail:

_____

Address:

City, State & Zip:

_____

Number of Cars Being Registered : _______ Year(s)/Model(s) : _____________________________________________
Enclosed is my check in the amount of: $
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The Petersen’s
Santa Paula Cars & Coffee Event
As a courtesy to our car enthusiast members, we want to bring this local event to your attention. The Petersen
Automotive Museum, located in Los Angeles, recently starting holding Cars & Coffee events at The Collector Car
Vault in Santa Paula. The Vault is a former very large Sunkist warehouse for storing fruit underground. The
warehouse was remodeled and converted to a series of underground car storage garages. Many of the rich and
famous store their expensive and rare cars here in climate controlled garages, far from prying eyes. The Petersen
has been holding monthly events at The Collector Car Vault, where refreshments are offered, you may tour a small
open showroom of rare and collectable cars, and be taken on a docent-led tour of opened garages and cars that
are made available for event attendees.
You must register to attend, pay a modest fee, and receive confirmation to bring with you to be admitted. This
event is wildly popular, is space-limited for attendee car parking, and sells out quickly. As I prepare this newsletter,
you can still register for their April 10th event. If that has sold out, scroll all the way to the bottom of the web page
and see if they have opened-up tickets for an event in May. DO NOT click on “Purchase Your Tickets – Click Here”
at the top of the page.
https://www.petersen.org/santapaula?utm_source=1.21.22+Spotlight&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Santa+Paula
Here is the web link to the Collector Car Vault in Santa Paula.
https://www.collectorcarvault.com/
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Sponsors and Advertising
This section is reserved for members and local businesses that either sponsor or support the MBCA Channel
Islands club or our events, or wish to advertise their relevant services and products to our members. This is
provided as a courtesy to our members.
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MERCEDES BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.
Channel Islands Section
32 West Garden Green
Port Hueneme, CA 93041
REVISED – SECTION OFFICERS AND BOARD DIRECTORS 2022-2023
President:
Peter Samaha
1600 Hobart Drive
Camarillo, CA 93010
psamaha@msn.com

(805) 389-1259
(805) 890-8489

Vice President:
Steve Koger
(805) 341-2901
3672 Zenith Avenue
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Past President (In Memorium)
Dieter Shaltinaut

Editor/Publications:
Steve Koger
kogermeister@verizon.net

Activities Chair:

Photographer/Historian:

Jeff Sasich
jsasich@hotmail.com

kogermeister@verizon.net
Secretary:
Rita Maher-Chavez
leroyandrita@verizon.net
Treasurer:
Steve Koger
(805) 341-2901
3672 Zenith Avenue
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
kogermeister@verizon.net

Advertising Chair:
Vassil Valtchev

Ways and Means:
Brian & Danielle Smith

vassil@suwood.com

4em@sbcglobal.net

Membership:
Una McKnight

Website Designer:
Bob Scudder
184 Valencia Drive
Camarillo, CA 93010
Lp2riv@aol.com

unamcknight@gmail.com

Website Update:
Alex Valtchev (Temp. assignment)

Southwest Region Director:
Steve Ross
San Diego Section
(619) 508-3925
inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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MBCA NATIONAL BUSINESS OFFICE
1-(800)--637-2360
www.mbca.org
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