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Greetings to All Members:

Shoals Restaurant at Cliff House Inn

I would like to wish everyone a happy summer. Yes, it’s been a
while since our last newsletter and event. I’ve been on a
couple of trips and Steve has been wrestling with converting
his dying grass to artificial grass and a drip system.

Blast From the Future ???
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2022 MBCACI Section Officers &
Board Directors
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We have put together two events. We are going to the
Channel Islands Maritime Museum in September and
restarting our annual tradition of going to the Shoals
Restaurant, at the Cliff House Inn, in November. Steve has
instructions in this newsletter for both. Please register early
for the upcoming events. We are open to suggestions for a
Christmas party host or venue in December.

 Channel Islands Maritime Museum,
Oxnard – Sunday, September 11th
Arrive 12:45 PM

Just a quick word about a very exciting announcement from
MBCA to Section president’s across North America. MBCA has
teamed with the Alzheimer’s Association to create the MBCA
Medallion Rally Program for section members. This will involve
driving rallies across the country, commemorative MB
medallions, advertising and recognition, fund-raising and a lot
of fun. More details to come for an October event.
Our Section Bylaws state that we should have an election in
2023 for the required section officer positions….President,
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. These must be four
different individuals. Please e-mail or text your nominations
now to Peter or Steve and specify for which position(s). You
are encouraged to nominate yourself! We will call each
member-nominated individual to assess interest in running,
then issue a membership voting e-mail in the Sept./Nov.
timeframe. New officers will be announced in December.
Please consider becoming active in helping to lead our club.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

 October – E-mail coming to kickoff our
Medallion Rally activities in October
 Shoals Restaurant at Cliff House Inn,
Ventura – Sunday, November 20th
Arrive 11:00 AM
 December Club Party – Are you willing to
host the event or research and suggest a
venue?
Have an idea for an event? Questions?
Peter Samaha - (805) 890-8489
E-Mail psamaha@msn.com
or
Steve Koger – (805) 341-2901
E-mail kogermeister@verizon.net

As always, I appreciate your membership and support.
Peter Samaha, MBCACI President
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Sunday, September 11th

Channel Islands Maritime Museum
Arrive 12:45 PM
3900 Bluefin Circle, Oxnard, CA 93035

Museum is open until 4 PM

The Fine Print


$15/per person includes museum admission, group tours provided by two docents and a small
quantify of club-provided water, lite snacks for consumption before or after entry (prohibited
inside the museum).



Please call or e-mail Peter or Steve with your name, contact phone number and number
attending in your party and bring payment to the event. Checks made out to MBCA Channel
Islands.
Peter: (805) 890-8489 psamaha@msn.com
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Steve: (805) 341-2901 kogermeister@verizon.net



The Museum has rules you must be aware of: https://www.cimmvc.org/visit . Their site does not
mention masking requirements but we strongly advise you to bring them.



There are plenty of places to eat or pick up a meal in the nearby Oxnard area or on your way to
the event. You may eat before arriving or finish eating your meal on the museum patio, but food
and drink are not allowed inside the museum.
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Shoals Restaurant @ Cliff House Inn
6602 Old Pacific Coast Highway, Ventura, CA 93001
Brunch by the Sea
Sunday, November 20th @ 11:00 AM

We are pleased to once again have the pleasure of inviting you to join your Mercedes friends at
The Cliff House Inn’s Shoals Restaurant. Our annual Brunch by The Sea continues to be an ongoing
success with our members for a number of years, and with good reason.
What better way to spend a Sunday afternoon than enjoying the tropical garden setting, the
sound of the surf, and the flight of various seabirds over the glistening Pacific Ocean?
The Shoals Restaurant has a great standard menu but will likely (as before) offer our group a
special menu with a great variety of options for you to select and enjoy. They also have a full bar,
including tasty Mimosas and Bloody Mary’s, if you care to indulge. Each party will pay their lunch
check separately, including tip.
We will be selling tickets, at the event, to raffle off some nice prizes.
We must provide the restaurant with an idea of the number of guests who will be attending.
Please e-mail or text Peter or Steve, as early as possible, with your name, contact information
and number attending in your party. We must receive this information NO LATER THAN
November 12th.
Peter Samaha - (805) 890-8489

E-Mail: psamaha@msn.com

Steve Koger – (805) 341-2901

E-mail: kogermeister@verizon.net

Page 3

2
MBCA 2020
Channel Islands Section

Blast From The Future ???
by Steve Koger
This past February, I joined the reception and opening of the jaw-dropping Hypercar: The Allure of the
Extreme exhibit at the Petersen Automotive Museum in Los Angeles. Many of the most innovative
designers of the world’s most futuristic and powerful cars were showing off their creations. After 5-6
renowned automotive experts held a panel discussion of hypercars, the invited crowd went inside,
where the ceremonial ribbon was cut and the exhibit was open for viewing.
So, you might ask, what is a hypercar? Just let me say that they are nothing so mundane as yesteryears’
McLaren, Ferrari and Lamborghini supercars. We’re talking bizarrely beautiful, radical designs; vast
amounts of carbon-fiber and titanium used in the design; and power, oh the power! 16 vehicles had
greater than 20,000 combined horsepower. Cars costing in the millions of dollars (some up to $5 million).
Now that I have prepared your imagination, let me show you some of the cars.

The Hyperion XP-1 (above) drove up as people were enjoying the reception outdoors. I knew something
was up when a crew came and unfurled a red carpet, then this space machine drove in…with an amazing
hum instead of a loud engine.
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The Hyperion XP-1 uses advanced space flight technology and is hydrogen-powered. The vehicle is all-wheel drive,
has a 1,000 mile range, takes only 3-5 minutes to “recharge,” has a 0-60 mph time of 2.2 seconds, and has a top
speed of 220 mph. The chassis is constructed using titanium-reinforced carbon fiber to provide an ultra-light
vehicle.

The 2020 Devel Sixteen V-8 Prototype (above) definitely turned some heads. Devel Motors is United Arab
Emirates-based. They plan to produce three versions: this 8-cylinder version and two with V-16 engines. Design
features and materials were taken from modern fighter jet technology. The pictured prototype uses a
turbocharged 6.2 liter V-8 producing 2,000 hp. with a 0-60 mph time of 2.4 seconds and a top speed of 285 mph.
Four have been produced at $1.9M. The top V-16 model is planned to produce 5,000 hp.
The vehicle below is a 2018 Koenigsegg Agera FE “Thor.” Koenigsegg is a Swedish supercar manufacturer that
built the CC1 in 2005, which was the first road car to beat the 1998 world speed record set by the McLaren F1. The
Agera was built in 2010 and over the eight years of production it set five new world speed records. The Agera uses
a turbocharged 5.0 liter V-8, producing 1,341 hp, with a 0-60 mph time of 2.8 seconds and reaches a top speed of
284 mph. Only 2 Agera FE’s were built, however, additional R and RS models were built.
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Are you seeing a common theme with many of the hypercars? They are made using carbon fiber, with is an ultralight, ultra-strong material normally reserved for the most advanced fighter jets in the world…and it is black/dark
gray and normally unpainted.
Now let’s look at a supercar company that most people have heard of…Lamborghini. We all know that their most
recent cars are very advanced, but how much more can they push the design and materials envelope?
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The 2017 Lamborghini Centenario (above) was built to explore, in styling and engineering, new concepts to be
incorporated into future models. Constructed almost entirely out of carbon fiber material, the front incorporated
a double-splitter, while the rear incorporated a six splitter instead of a bumper. This model was a first for
incorporating steering from the rear wheels. The Centenario uses a 6.5 liter V-12, producing 760 hp, to travel 0-60
mph in 2.8 seconds and achieve a top speed of 217+ mph. 20 coupes and 20 roadsters were built at an average
price of $2.02M.
The 2019 McLaren Senna (below) is the English firm’s top driver performance car. The car uses a twinturbocharged 4.0 liter V-8, producing 789 hp, to achieve 0-100 kph (62 mph) in 2.8 seconds, achieving a top speed
of 211 mph. 500 cars are being built, starting with an original price of $1.1M and the final car was auctioned off for
$2.3M.

OK, so let’s shift to a blue color hypercar, the 2019 Nio EP9 (below). THE Nio EP9 is built by the Chinese company
NextEV. Allowing it to achieve extremely high speeds while generating high downforce, the EP9 is powered by four
electric motors with four individual gearboxes. The battery packs are located on both sides of the car and Nio
claims that they can be fully charged in as little as 45 minutes. The vehicle generates 1,360 hp, using the four
electric motors, and can achieve 0-100 kph (62 mph) in 2.7 seconds and tops out at 195 mph. 16 have been built
at a price of $1.48M each.
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Another serious head turner was the 2016 Pagani Huayra Hermès Edition (below). The Huayra has an active
aerodynamic system in which wings, on all sides of the car, activate or deactivate, based on driving conditions. The
body is built from a special carbon-fiber titanium composite. The fashion designer, Hermès, designed and provides
the sumptuous leather interior, made from the same quality leather used in their handbags. The Huayra uses a
turbocharged 6.0 liter Mercedes-AMG V-12 engine that produces 700+ hp and can go from 0-100 kph (62 mph) in
2.8 seconds and achieve a top speed of 230 mph. 100 were built at a cost of $1.5M each.
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There were many other hypercars on display that are not included in this article, including a 2008 Bugatti Veyron
16.4, a 2022 Hennessy Venom F5, a 2020 McLaren Speedtail, a 2017 Ferrari LaFerrari Aperta, and a 2016 Faraday
Future FFZero Concept car. If you want to see images of any of these cars, please esend me an e-mail.
There is one more hypercar that I want to cover, which is the 2015 Rimac Concept_One (below). The car is
produced by Rimac Automobili of Croatia. Croatia, you say? Yes. Mate Rimac is a 34 year-old electrical engineering
wizard who was winning local, national and international awards for brilliantly innovative electronics in his teens.
The day before I attended this exhibit unveiling at the Petersen, I Googled “Rimac” and saw his picture (then) and
that Bugatti was so impressed with his accomplishments and capabilities that they had just made him head of
Bugatti-Rimac, to create an electric hypercar for Bugatti. As impressive as Bugatti’s recent hypercars are (the
Veyron and Chiron), they realize that the next level is to produce innovative, ultra-fast electric hypercars. The
article that I saw showed a picture of Mate Rimac, and he had a very unmistakable haircut at the time. As you can
see below, he was standing right beside me during the panel discussion before the exhibit opening. I was floored
to run into someone so important just a few feet away from me.
The Rimac Concept_One uses highly advanced technologies, such as all-wheel torque vectoring which uses data
from sensors on the car to adjust the torque output of each of the four motors individually, as it is being driven,
providing better grip than conventional vehicles. The four electric motors produce 1,088 hp and can propel the car
from 0-100 kph (62 mph) in 2.6 seconds and achieve a top speed of 221 mph. Eight cars have been built and sold
for $1.2M each.

I hope that you have enjoyed this article This Hypercar exhibit is still in-progress at the Petersen Automotive
Museum. I also just found out that they have a new exhibit entitled, Andy Warhol: Cars – Works from the
Mercedes-Benz Art Collection.
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MERCEDES BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.
Channel Islands Section
32 West Garden Green
Port Hueneme, CA 93041
SECTION OFFICERS AND BOARD DIRECTORS 2022-2023
President:
Peter Samaha
1600 Hobart Drive
Camarillo, CA 93010
psamaha@msn.com

(805) 890-8489

Vice President:
Steve Koger
(805) 341-2901
3672 Zenith Avenue
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Past President (In Memorium)
Dieter Shaltinaut

Editor/Publications:
Steve Koger
kogermeister@verizon.net

Activities Chair:

Photographer/Historian:

Jeff Sasich
jsasich@hotmail.com

kogermeister@verizon.net
Secretary:
Rita Maher-Chavez
leroyandrita@verizon.net
Treasurer:
Steve Koger
(805) 341-2901
3672 Zenith Avenue
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
kogermeister@verizon.net

Advertising Chair:
Vassil Valtchev

Ways and Means:
Brian & Danielle Smith

vassil@suwood.com

4em@sbcglobal.net

Membership:
Una McKnight

Website Designer:
Bob Scudder
184 Valencia Drive
Camarillo, CA 93010
Lp2riv@aol.com

unamcknight@gmail.com

Website Update:
Alex Valtchev (Temp. assignment)

Southwest Region Director:
Steve Ross
San Diego Section
(619) 508-3925
inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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