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THE CHANNEL ISLANDS STAR 
 

 Vassil Valtchev Receives MBCA Channel Island 
Section’s Annual Award 

 

 
 

 

Peter Samaha, President (left), selects one member 
each year to recognize for his or her service and 
contributions to the club. Vassil Valtchev was 
presented with a plaque commemorating his 
selection as MBCA Channel Island Section’s 2022 
Member of-the-Year at our December Holiday Party. 
Vassil is our advertising chair. Vassil, and his family 
(son Alex, the really tall one, and Monika) 
enthusiastically support our events. In fact, it was 
Vassil who told us that there was a fantastic car 
museum in the local area, not open to the public, but 
can be visited by car clubs and for charitable events. 
Be sure to see the images of the Malamut Vintage Car 
Museum. It was one of the best local private car 
museums that we’ve visited. Be sure to congratulate 
Vassil and his family when you see them next. 
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President’s Message 
 

Greetings Members,  

 

Happy 2023!  
 
I hope that you and your family are healthy, happy and enjoying life here in beautiful Ventura 
County. So much of the rest of the country has been repeatedly hit by snow, ice and tornadoes. 
It’s not hard to see why so many of us chose to live here in Southern California.  

 
As you will see in the following pages, we are off to a great start for the new year. The Malamut 
Vintage Car Museum, January event was a treat and exceeded our expectations. We had a total of 
26 club members attend. Steve, Tamara and I took a lot of images. Steve did a little research on 
some of the cars and has provided Part 1, of a two-part article, in this newsletter. If you were not 
able to attend, we missed you.  
 
Plan to attend the upcoming Mullin Automotive Museum event by seeing the flyer on page 4. Be 
aware that you must buy your ticket(s) online before coming to the event.    
 
Steve and I have some ideas for events this year, but we want to hear from you at the 
Membership Recognition and General Meeting (see p. 3). Some of our thoughts: 
 

- Drive to a popular destination and overnight at a hotel in central California, with a scenic 
stop along the way. We can call it The Benz Weekend Express. 

- Clean Car Show…something the club has done in many prior years. 

- Visit the MB Classic Center, which recently relocated to Long Beach. 

- Octoberfest event somewhere new 

- November – Our highly popular Luncheon By-the-Sea at the Shoals Restaurant, Cliff House 
Inn, Ventura. 

- December Holiday Party. We are looking for someone to host this event.  

Be sure to save the date for our Mystery Driving Event and Lunch (p. 5) in April. We are diligently 
working the details and it will be somewhere fun and new.  
 
As always, I appreciate your membership and support. 
 

Peter Samaha 
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Mercedes Benz Club of America Channel           
Islands Section 

 

Membership Recognition and General Meeting 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 
3:30 PM - ? 

at 

Pizza Cookery 
75 West Thousand Oaks Blvd. 
 Thousand Oaks, CA  91360 

 

Everyone pays for their own food, drinks, tax and tip 
(probably mandatory 18-20% tip for a group). They 
only accept a maximum of four separate checks for a 
group, so bring enough cash to pay your full tab. Want 
to bring your own wine? 15% corkage fee. 

 
We will discuss desired events for the 2023 calendar 
year and be asking for input to help us understand 
what our members are happy with and 
improvements that can be made. We’ll also be 
celebrating long-time and major milestone members, 
for those present, as well as welcoming new 
members. 
 

 
 

The Original Pizza Cookery serves up delicious pizzas, 
pastas and salads. You’ve got to try their garlic rolls and 
whipped butter…they are memorable. Their goal is to 
always serve the best tasting pizza in town in the 
friendliest of environments - and the reviews, awards and 
long-time customers demonstrate their success. 

 
Questions? 

Peter Samaha 
C: (805)-890-8489 
psamaha@msn.com 

or 
Steve Koger 

C: (805) 341-2901 
kogermeister@verizon.net 
 

We need to know who, and how many are coming. Please confirm your attendance by e-mailing 
the requested information below to either Steve or Peter soon, but no later than March 2nd. 

 

 State, “March 5th Pizza Cookery Event” 

 Your name, cell number and e-mail address 

 Number of people attending in your party 

 Names of all MBCA Channel Island club members coming with you 
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Mullin Automotive Museum Event 
1421 Emerson Ave, Oxnard, CA 93033 

 

Saturday, March 18th – Arrive at 11 AM; closes at 3 PM 
 

We are in for another automotive museum treat. We’ve arranged for our club to visit the Mullin 
Automotive Museum in Oxnard…another hidden local gem. Aren’t you glad that we all live in car-crazy 
Southern California?  

 

Founded in 2010, the Mullin Automotive 
Museum strives to educate guests about 20th-
century French automotive styling and design. 
The museum boasts nearly 47,000 square feet 
of exhibit space in an elegantly designed 
structure, which was previously owned by 
legendary newspaper publisher Otis Chandler. 
In addition to its sweeping gallery spaces, the 
museum includes a roof garden, theater, gift 
shop and archival storage. Different cars are 
displayed on a rotating basis. 

Peter W. Mullin has had a lifelong romance with 
automobiles. He is a devoted supporter of the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance and other concours 
events around the globe. He has entered and driven his cars in vintage races and rallies for the last 25 
years, both in the United States and abroad. 

Here is what you need to know and do to attend: 

1. Museum opens at 10 AM, however, we are starting at 11 AM to avoid initial crowds 
 

2. Buy your ticket(s) online, before arriving: 

https://mullinautomotivemuseum.com/event/open-to-the-public-03-18-2023-1000am-230pm/ 
 

3. Review the House Rules: 

https://mullinautomotivemuseum.com/house-rules/ 

Note that masks are strongly encouraged but are not mandatory. 
 

4. Send an e-mail to Peter and Steve by March 15th. State, “March 18th Mullin Museum,” with 
your name, cell number, and total number attending in your party, so we’ll know who, and 
how many, are attending. 

Psamaha@msn.com        Kogermeister@verizon.net 
  

5. You will want to have an early lunch, or eat something to tide you over, before arriving at the 
museum. Eating and drinking is not allowed in the museum. 

MBCA 2020
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April Event – Save the Date! 

 

MBCACI Mystery Driving Event & Lunch 
 

Come this spring, we’ll all be itching to drive our (mostly) Mercedes Benz vehicles on a nice sunny 
day. How about joining your fellow MBCA Members, and significant others, for a drive through 
beautiful scenery to a restaurant for some good food and beverages, friendship and fun?  

 

          

Images are notional. Route, destination and restaurant are still being planned.  

 

Saturday, April 22nd at 11:30 AM 

Starting Point: The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf, 824 Arneill Rd., Camarillo, CA 93010 

 

Additional information forthcoming in either a special e-mail or the Q2 Newsletter 
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Malamut Vintage Car Museum – Part 1 of 2 

  
    Photos in this article used with permission from Malamut Museum. No further use is permitted and may not be used for commercial purposes.  

 

Little did I (Steve) know how fantastic of an event this was going to be, as I had not been to this 
museum before. As I drove up to the address, I saw dozens of the most amazing collector cars 
parked for many blocks in all directions from the museum…and these were just cars of the 
attendees. Then I saw a long line in front of the museum when I had naively thought it was going 
to be a small group tour for only our club. Turns out there were probably 150 people in 
attendance, including many other car clubs…Corvette, Mazda, British, Alfa Romeo, BMW, and 
more. This is a private museum that is not open to the public. They allow clubs and charity events 
into the museum…on only two days each year. Once I entered, I can’t tell you how many times I 
saw and heard people say, “WOW, this is amazing! I had no idea this was here.” Museum founder, 
Mike Malamut, and his dog, are pictured above. Mike welcomed us and told some great stories.  
 

So let the pics begin, and I’ll add a bit of relevant information and creative narrative where I can.  
 

 

The Messerschmitt KR200, or Kabinenroller (Cabin Scooter), is a single-stroke engine, three-
wheeled bubble car designed by the aircraft engineer Fritz Fend and produced in the factory of the 
German aircraft manufacturer Messerschmitt from 1955 until 1964. The four-wheeled two-stroke, 
straight-two engine FMR Tg500 was a sports car built by Fahrzeug- und Maschinenbau GmbH, 
Regensburg (FMR) from 1958 to 1961. Check out the glass bubble-domed car and the skis. Love it! 

MBCA 2020
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Another rather small and unusual 
car design was the Isetta, which 
was designed by the Italian 
company Iso SpA and used a 
single-stroke motorcycle engine. 
The car was built in Italy from 
1953-1955, as well as licensing 
Italian-made parts to be used to 
assemble the cars in many 
European and South American 
countries through 1958. The BMW-licensed model (above) was the most popular Isetta model 
and, in 1955, was the world’s first mass produced automobile to achieve a fuel consumption rate 
of 78 mpg. It was the top single-cylinder engine car sold in the world, with 161,728 units 
produced. The car is very unusual in that entire front of the car, hinged, completely swings open 
for entry. Check out the stylish Mopetta motorcycle, of the same color scheme, which shows the 
engine that was used in the Isetta.  

OK, let’s imagine that a successful German businessman, Hans (or businesswoman, Helga) felt like 
taking one of his/her Porsche’s “out for a spin.” The 1963/64 Porsche 904 Coupè (below) would 
have been an excellent choice. Porsche built a race car version and racing regulations mandated 
that 100 street-legal versions had to be built and sold. Between the racing and consumer models, 
they built the 904/4 version (Carrera GTS) in a flat 4-cylinder configuration (180 hp. top speed 160 
mph), a quantity of forty in the flat 6-cylinder configuration (Carrera 6), and a few flat-8 cylinder 
versions for racing only. In addition, in 1965, Porsche built a 904 Bergspyder version for hill 
climbing.  
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Much to my surprise, Hans and Helga may also have had some rather unusual Porsche’s to drive. Is 
anyone up for a Porsche tractor ride or riding some waves out on the lake in a Porsche boat? 

 

If Hans and Helga were members of their local Mercedes Benz club (our type of folks), they might 
have chosen to drive their 1955 Mercedes Benz SL300 Gullwing. I did my best to get a shot of the 
interior through the glass. Check out that upholstery! 
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Here is another very classy and luxurious Mercedes Benz, (W187) Model 220 Cabriolet A, 
produced 1951-1955. It had an inline 6-cylinder engine, at 80 hp. and a top speed of 90 mph. As 
heavy as this car looks, it must have taken a long time to get there. 
 

 

OK, let’s shift gears here a little bit to the amazing roadside signs, gas station pumps, period-
correct furniture and decorations, and of course, many of our valued club members. It’s a large 
museum and our members were scattered, so I apologize that I did not get images of everyone.    
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…and yes, if you have a really sharp eye, that is I Love Lucy playing on the old black and white 
Zenith TV.  

 
Have you ever gone camping, 
with a trailer, and wondered 
where you were going to put 
your boat? Well, check out the 
nifty design of the green 
integrated camper/boat…and 
who doesn’t want to take the 
car out for a fishing trip? This 
is an Amphicar, manufactured 
by the Quandt Group in West 
Germany (1961/68), with a 
total of 3,878 produced. It was 
a descendent of the Volks- 
wagen Schwimmwagen. 
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Let’s take a look at some amazing American cars. Up first is a 1941 Chrysler “Woodie” Windsor 
Town & Country, with rear doors for camping gear…and check out that stunning boat on top! 
Given the wreath on the front of the car, it must have been a vacation or trip during the Christmas 
season out West.  

 

The museum had many American “muscle cars,” including classic Corvette’s, a Studebaker 
President, and a Pontiac GTO with a Hurst shifter, but the one that really caught my eye was this 
1966 Shelby GT350 Hertz model. Ford provided these to Hertz as powerful rental cars. As the cars 
were returned, Ford sold a rather small number to the public. These are exceedingly rare and very 
expensive. Note the image of the supercharger.  

 

To be continued in Part 2, in a forthcoming article.  
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The Samaha’s hosted our club’s annual Holiday Party. They are such amazing hosts and generous 
with their talent and food. Everyone had such a great time. Thank you, Peter and Tamara, and 
daughters Victoria and Leandra who helped so much. Everyone also enjoyed their cute little dog, 
Penny, who ran around and charmed everyone. Thanks to everyone who brought pot-luck dishes 
and gifts for the Modified White Elephant present exchange. The food was excellent.  

   

Here are just some of the images of members who attended and participated in the White 
Elephant present exchange. There were a few who came a bit late or left before the gift exchange 
that I missed, but I hope that many of you see yourself having fun below.  
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If I had to pick one image that sums up the festivities of the evening, this would be it.  
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MERCEDES BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA, INC. 
Channel Islands Section 
32 West Garden Green  
Port Hueneme, CA 93041 

 
SECTION OFFICERS AND BOARD DIRECTORS 2022-2023 

President:  

Peter Samaha                              
1600 Hobart Drive 
Camarillo, CA 93010 
psamaha@msn.com 

 

(805) 890-8489 

Past President (In Memorium) 
Dieter Shaltinaut 

 

Editor/Publications:                     
Steve Koger                                 

kogermeister@verizon.net 

Vice President: 
Steve Koger 
3672 Zenith Avenue 
Thousand Oaks, CA  91360 

  kogermeister@verizon.net 

 

(805) 341-2901 

 

Activities Chair: 

Jeff Sasich    

jsasich@hotmail.com 

Photographer/Historian: 

Secretary: 
Rita Maher-Chavez 
 
leroyandrita@verizon.net 

Advertising Chair: 

Vassil Valtchev 

vassil@suwood.com 

Ways and Means: 
Brian & Danielle Smith 
 
4em@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer: Membership: Website Designer: 

Bob Scudder 
184 Valencia Drive 
Camarillo, CA 93010 
Lp2riv@aol.com 
 
Website Update: 
Alex Valtchev (Temp. assignment) 
 
 

Steve Koger (805) 341-2901 Una McKnight 
3672 Zenith Avenue 
Thousand Oaks, CA  91360 

 
   unamcknight@gmail.com 
 

kogermeister@verizon.net 
 

 

 

  

Southwest Region Director: 
Steve Ross 
San Diego Section (619) 508-3925 

 MBCA NATIONAL BUSINESS OFFICE 
1-(800)--637-2360 

www.mbca.org 

   inewsx@sbcglobal.net 
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